FAQ for AU Summer Scholars and Artists Fellowship

•

What is the best way to find a faculty member whose interests align with a project that I
have in mind?
The best mentors are usually faculty you are already working with in class. If your
project doesn’t stem from a course, then ask a faculty member you know for suggestions.
If you don’t know a faculty member in the field you want to research, make an
appointment with the department chair. You might also consult AU Experts, which lists
faculty expertise (http://www.american.edu/media/auexperts.cfm).

•

Are many of these fellowships awarded each summer?
We plan to make eight awards this summer and will make more if other funds are
released.

•

Is the September workshop mandatory? What if I’m studying abroad?
We do make exceptions for students who are abroad or if other circumstances prevent
attendance. We will find alternative ways for you to participate in the workshop or have
a similar experience.

•

Do I have to be in DC during the summer?
No, you don’t have to be in DC over the summer, but you do have to specify how you
and your mentor will communicate, including detailing how and how often you will
communicate.

•

No professors at AU are interested in my field of research. Could I perhaps use a professor
from another university?
No, fellowships must be sponsored by an AU faculty member. One purpose of these
fellowships is to foster research partnerships between AU students and faculty.

•

Are limitations on what the money can be used for?
No, there are no limitations. The intent of the fellowship is to provide freedom from the
necessity of working for rent, but the purchase of research materials is also encouraged.

•

Are the eight weeks defined by AU, or is it up to the student to choose which eight
weeks of the summer to spend on the project? Moreover, do the eight weeks have to be
continuous?
The student can choose which eight weeks to spend on the project.

•

She's just advised me that I need to submit a letter of rec with the application, though
this is not listed on the directions. I'm curious why a letter of rec is required, since I
agreed to work with the student based on my interest in the proposal, not my
background knowledge of her prior academic work.

•

How should this letter be delivered, and to whom?

•

The letter of recommendation should clarify that the professor is committed to working
with you on this project.

