Fall 2014 Courses

Jewish Studies:
JWST-205.001, FA2: Ancient and Medieval Jewish Civilization (3)

M/TH
10:20 – 11:35 AM
Pamela Nadell, Patrick Clendenen Chair in Women’s and Gender History; Chair, Department of History
Examines the independent Jewish states that flourished in Palestine, the rise of the most important
Jewish communities outside the ancient Jewish homeland, and the foreign influences that shaped
not only the political life of the Jews but also their internal organization and their creativity.

History:
HIST-245.001: Modern Jewish Civilization (3)
M/TH
11:45AM – 1:00 PM
Michael Brenner, Seymour and Lillian Abensohn Chair in Israel Studies
Surveys Jewish responses to the challenges of modernity. Examines the creation of new Jewish
communities in America and Israel, shifts in Jewish political status, and innovations in Jewish
religious and intellectual history such as Zionism and Hasidism.

HIST-419.001: Holocaust (3)

T/F
2:35 - 3:50PM
Lisa Leff, Associate Professor, Department of History
Traces the history of anti-Semitism and the development of racism that led to the Holocaust.
Examines the historical development of the Final Solution. Considers the variety of responses to
Jewish persecution by the Nazi perpetrators, the Jews, and the nations of the world. Meets with
HIST-619.

Government:
GOVT-432.001: Politics & Public Policy in Israel (3)
W
11:45 AM -2:25 PM
Dan Arbell, Scholar-in-Residence in Israel Studies

Israel’s parliamentary democracy is a mosaic in which ethnic, class, religious, nationalist and
migration considerations play a dynamic part in the intricacies of the political system. The course is
divided into two main sections: (1) An overview of the geopolitical history of Israel and the ArabIsraeli conflict from the pre-state era until today; (2) An introduction to the principles that guide
Israel’s political system and the cleavages in Israeli society which greatly affect developments and
trends in politics and policy. Meets with SIS-419. Prerequisite: GOVT-130 or GOVT-231 or
GOVT-232.

School of International Service:
SISU-330.001: U.S. Israel Relations (3)

M
11:45AM - 2:25PM
Guy Ziv, Assistant Professor, School of International Service
This course explores the evolution of U.S. relations with Israel, from the establishment of the
Jewish state in 1948 to the present day. Along the way, it examines key milestones in U.S.-Israel
relations, beginning with President Truman's controversial decision to buck the U.S. foreign policy
establishment and formally recognize the state of Israel; the wartime American airlift in 1973; the
U.S. role in Arab-Israeli peacemaking, from Secretary of State Henry Kissinger's shuttle diplomacy
to the two Camp David summits and beyond; and the U.S. role in providing military, economic, and
diplomatic aid to the Jewish state. The course analyzes how a combination of sentimental, political,
and strategic factors have led to the formation of a wholly unique bilateral relationship characterized
at once by both tight bonds and inherent tensions.

Sociology:
SOCY-396.001: Bedouins in Israel (3)
TH

2:35 – 5:15 PM

This course is designed to introduce students to the Bedouin community in Israel through analysis
of its economic, educational, historical and political structure and experience. Meets with ISR-396
001.

Language and Foreign Studies:
HEBR-116: Hebrew, Elementary Modern I
001: M/TH 11:45 AM - 1:00 PM
002: M/TH 1:10 – 2:25 PM
HEBR-216.001: Hebrew, Intermediate Modern I
M/TH 10:20 - 11:35AM
Prerequisite: HEBR-117 or equivalent.

Additional independent study, independent reading, and internships available.
Prerequisite: Standing as Jewish Studies major or minor and permission of Professor Nadell.

JWST-481/482 Senior Thesis (3 Credits)
JWST-490 Independent Study Project in Jewish Studies (1-6 Credits)
JWST-491 Internship (1-6 Credits)

Intern in Metropolitan Washington D.C.
An opportunity to earn university credit while contributing services to a local Jewish organization such as
the Anti-Defamation League, Hadassah Washington Action Office, Jewish Historical Society, Jewish
Community Center, and the United States Holocaust Memorial Museum.
For a complete list of internships available to Jewish Studies majors and minors visit:
http://www.american.edu/cas/js/internships.cfm

Why Take A Course in Jewish Studies?
Through the Jewish Studies Program, you can train for a career in the Jewish community or in
Jewish education, learn about Jewish issues and opportunities for Jewish service, and develop a
deeper understanding of American and world Jewry. Moreover, since dynamic contact with many
other religions and cultures influenced the development of Jewish civilization, students study Jews
and Judaism within the broader context of dominant societies and the spectrum of the arts,
humanities, and social sciences.
MAJOR or MINOR in Jewish Studies: The Jewish Studies Program offers students the opportunity to
receive a major or minor in Jewish Studies.
MINOR in Israel Studies: The Jewish Studies Program offers a minor in Israel Studies. For more
information, contact the director.
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