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Dear American University Degree Candidates:

Welcome to American University’s 150th Commencement! AU trustees, senior leadership, faculty, 
staff, and alumni join me in celebrating the hard work and many accomplishments that brought you 
to this important day.

We welcome you into the larger AU family of more than 160,000 alumni living in all 50 states and 
more than 170 countries.

During your time at AU, you learned from influential scholars, pursued internships in our nation’s 
capital, explored important questions, made discoveries about yourself and the world, and engaged 
in service activities, clubs, organizations, and athletics—all while building cherished memories and 
making lifelong friends.

Now more than ever, the world needs your leadership skills, your drive to serve your community, and 
your vision for a better future. I am confident that your American University education has prepared 
you to lead with purpose and make a difference in our world.

On behalf of the entire American University community, I wish you all the best as you begin the next 
chapter of your life’s journey.

Congratulations!

Jonathan R. Alger 
President
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UNIVERSITY ADMINISTRATION

President’s Cabinet

Jonathan R. Alger, President

Vicky M. Wilkins, Provost and Chief Academic Officer

Sarah G. Baldassaro, Chief of Staff and Counselor to the President

Matthew D. Bennett,* Vice President and Chief Communications Officer

Bronté Burleigh-Jones,* Vice President, CFO, and Treasurer 

Traevena L. Byrd, Vice President, General Counsel, and Board Secretary

JM Caparro, Director, Athletics and Recreation

Matthew Eynon, Vice President, University Advancement

Nkenge Friday, Vice President, Inclusive Excellence

Steve Munson, Vice President and Chief Information Officer

Raymond Lu Ming Ou, Vice President, Student Affairs

Evelyn Thimba, Vice President, Undergraduate Enrollment Management

Academic Leadership

Linda Aldoory, Dean, College of Arts and Sciences

Julie Marie Baldwin, Interim Vice Provost for Research and Innovation

Wendy Boland, Dean, Graduate and Professional Studies

Jeehyun Davis, University Librarian

Marnel Niles Goins, Dean, School of Communication

Rodney Hopson, Interim Dean, School of Education

Heather Hughes, Interim Dean, Washington College of Law

Alison Jacknowitz, Interim Dean, School of Public Affairs

Monica Jackson, Deputy Provost and Dean of Faculty

David Marchick, Dean, Kogod School of Business

Rachel Sullivan Robinson, Interim Dean, School of International Service 

Bridget Trogden, Dean of Undergraduate Education and  
Academic Student Services

*Alumna/alumnus of American University

BOARD OF TRUSTEES
Charles H. Lydecker,* Chair 
Gaurdie E. Banister Jr., Vice Chair
Janice Menke Abraham* 
Jonathan R. Alger
Sally Amoruso 
Jennifer Axe
Jason A. Belinkie 
Stephanie M. Bennett-Smith 
Jack C. Cassell* 
Debra K. Decker* 
Pamela M. Deese* 
Marc N. Duber* 
LaTrelle Easterling 
Hani M.S. Farsi* 
Roland Fernandes
Victoria D. Harker*
Mehdi Heravi* 

Robert W. Johnson*
Michael W. Kempner* 
Amy V. Kothari*
Margery Kraus* 
Gerald Bruce Lee* 
Fernando Lewis Navarro* 
Marcus McNeill
Alan L. Meltzer* 
Korey Neal Sr.* 
Matthew L. Pittinsky* 
Steven G. Poskanzer
Stephen J. Silvia
Jeffrey A. Sine*
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AMERICAN UNIVERSITY PROFILE

Chartered by Congress in 1893, American University 
(AU) is a private, student-centered research institution 
located on a 90-acre campus in a residential neighborhood 
just a few miles from downtown Washington, DC. 

AU boasts prestigious schools and colleges, internationally 
renowned faculty, and a reputation for making an impact 
in the world. Students and more than 160,000 alumni 
distinguish themselves for their service, leadership, and 
willingness to tackle global and domestic challenges  
and opportunities.

At AU, passion becomes action as students actively 
engage with the world around them. Today’s leaders train 
tomorrow’s, instilling such values as integrity, excellence, 
human dignity, community, free inquiry, truth-seeking, 
and impact. AU was founded to meet the needs of a 
changing world, and that mission has never been  
more important. 

AU is among the most innovative universities in the 
country, thanks to our extraordinary faculty and staff, 
cutting-edge facilities, and focus on teaching, research, 
engagement, and action. With eight schools and more 
than 190 programs, including bachelor’s, master’s, and 
doctoral degrees, AU offers students a personalized 
curriculum of theoretical study and experiential learning. 
AU’s ground-breaking curriculum takes students from the 
classroom to the nation’s capital and all around the globe.

With influential research centers and an R1 designation, 
AU’s excellence in scholarship with impact is a testament 
to the university’s faculty and staff. AU nearly doubled 
yearly research award totals between 2019 and 2023.

Given the breadth of scholarship and excellence of faculty, 
AU will continue to seize the opportunities of the future 
throughout the world.
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COMMENCEMENT SPEAKER

ADMIRAL JAMES STAVRIDIS, USN (RET)
Doctor of Humane Letters

Admiral James Stavridis is partner and vice chair 
of Carlyle and chair of the board of trustees of the 
Rockefeller Foundation, following five years as the 12th 
dean of the Fletcher School of Law and Diplomacy at 
Tufts University. A retired four-star officer in the US 
Navy, he led the NATO Alliance in global operations 
from 2009 to 2013 as supreme allied commander with 
responsibility for Afghanistan, Libya, the Balkans, 
Syria, counter piracy, and cybersecurity. He also 
served as commander of US Southern Command, 
with responsibility for all military operations in Latin 
America from 2006 to 2009. He earned more than 
50 medals, including 28 from foreign nations in his 
37-year military career.

Earlier in his military career, he commanded the top 
ship in the Atlantic Fleet, winning the Battenberg Cup, 
as well as a squadron of destroyers and a carrier strike 

group—all in combat. In 2016, he was vetted for vice 
president by Hillary Clinton and subsequently invited 
to Trump Tower to discuss a cabinet position in the 
Trump administration.

Admiral Stavridis earned a PhD in international relations 
and has published 15 books and hundreds of articles in 
leading journals around the world, including the recent 
book 2034: A Novel of the Next World War, which was 
a New York Times bestseller, and To Risk It All: Nine 
Conflicts and the Crucible of Decision. His most recent 
novel, The Restless Wave: A Novel of the United States 
Navy, was published in October 2024, and The Admiral’s 
Bookshelf was published in March 2025. His 2012 TED 
talk on global security has close to one million views. 
Admiral Stavridis is a Bloomberg opinion columnist and 
senior military analyst for CNN.
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AMERICAN UNIVERSITY ALUMNI ASSOCIATION

The American University Alumni Association (AUAA) connects and sustains a worldwide community of 
alumni through opportunities for meaningful engagement aimed at increasing pride, volunteer involvement, 
and philanthropic commitment to American University. AUAA serves the university’s more than 160,000 
alumni, cultivating lifelong relationships with graduates and offering exclusive benefits and resources. AUAA 
encourages involvement with AU through volunteering, networking, and mentoring opportunities and 
includes alumni alliances and networks focused on identities, industries, interests, and experiences. Learn  
more at www.american.edu/alumni.

1 Congratulations to graduates who have made an AU education part of their family traditions. We celebrate 
Eagle families!

GRADUATING STUDENT GIVING

A long-standing tradition at AU, the class gift enables graduating students to leave a tangible imprint on 
the university. The Class of 2025 has created a legacy as diverse and distinctive as its members. Graduating 
student donors wear medals of recognition as they join generations of alumni who show their pride in and 
commitment to AU through philanthropic support every year. Thank you to all graduating student donors.
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MILITARY AND VETERAN COMMUNITY

American University enrolls more than 400 members of the military-connected community. Graduating 
students who are serving, have served, or will serve in the US military after graduation receive a red, white, and 
blue cord to wear over their gown, courtesy of the AU Veterans Services Office. Active duty or reservists who 
will enlist in the armed forces after graduation may wear a formal dress uniform for commencement in lieu of 
AU regalia.

Resources for our military-connected students include the AU Veterans Services Office, which facilitates the 
reporting and administration of veterans benefits and supervises the VA work-study program. AU also has a 
Veterans Services Support Network (VSSN) made up of subject-matter experts across the university who help 
our military-connected students navigate the university. AU community-building initiatives include AU’s 
chapter of the Student Veterans of America and a student veterans lounge. 

AMERICAN UNIVERSITY HONORS

Established in 1959, the American University Honors program has provided exceptional students with the 
opportunity to indulge their love of learning in a supportive community of peers, faculty, and staff.  AU 
Honors has taken different forms over the years, and as AU grew and changed, so too did the Honors 
program. Today, AU Honors is a four-year program open to students from all majors that fosters critical 
thinking, intellectual growth, and readiness for the future. It attracts students with diverse backgrounds and 
experiences to challenge themselves through research projects and hands-on experiential learning. Honors 
students possess a deep curiosity about the world around them that is nurtured through the carefully 
sequenced Honors curriculum that lays a pathway for increasingly independent exploration and project-based 
coursework, culminating in capstone presentations at the annual Honors Research Conference.

American University Honors is distinguished by academic rigor and the exceptional quality of its students and 
faculty. Propelled by curiosity and a desire to learn, Honors students consistently push boundaries, challenge 
convention, and ultimately dare to know.

For a full list of AU Honors program graduates, please visit: https://www.american.edu/commencement/
speakers-and-awardees-fall.cfm.

Graduation honors listed for individual undergraduate students are projections based upon the cumulative GPA at the conclusion of the 
Summer 2025 semester. These designations are subject to verification at the time of final degree clearance.

Undergraduate students who are projected to graduate with Latin honors and/or other university-issued honors wear gold cords during 
the commencement ceremony.
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ORDER OF EVENTS
College of Arts and Sciences

School of Public Affairs
Professional Studies

Jonathan R. Alger, University President, Presiding 

STUDENT PROCESSIONAL Prelude Brass Ensemble

FACULTY AND PLATFORM PARTY PROCESSIONAL City of Alexandria Pipes and Drums

WELCOME President Alger

NATIONAL ANTHEM Gracie Gilligan, College of Arts and Sciences

INVOCATION Reverend Eric Doolittle, University Chaplain

GREETINGS
Patricia Caballero, SOC/BA ’91, Kogod/MBA ’00 
President, Alumni Association

INTRODUCTION OF STUDENT SPEAKERS Raymond Lu Ming Ou, Vice President, Student Affairs

STUDENT ADDRESSES Edwin Santos, Graduate Speaker, School of Public Affairs 

Tejasvi Hariharan, Undergraduate Speaker, College of Arts and Sciences

CONFERRAL OF HONORARY DEGREE Vicky M. Wilkins, Provost and Chief Academic Officer

President Alger

Admiral James Stavridis

COMMENCEMENT ADDRESS Admiral James Stavridis, Doctor of Humane Letters, Honoris Causa

PRESIDENT’S CHARGE TO GRADUATES President Alger

PRESENTATION OF CANDIDATES FOR DOCTORAL DEGREES Provost Wilkins

Linda Aldoory, Dean, College of Arts and Sciences

Alison Jacknowitz, Dean, School of Public Affairs

CONFERRAL OF DOCTORAL DEGREES President Alger

Wendy Boland, Dean, Graduate and Professional Studies
PRESENTATION OF CANDIDATES FOR MASTER’S  

AND BACHELOR’S DEGREES Provost Wilkins

CONFERRAL OF MASTER’S AND BACHELOR’S DEGREES President Alger

COLLEGE OF ARTS AND SCIENCES Dean Aldoory

Brittany Robertson, Senior Assistant Dean of Finance and Administration

PROFESSIONAL STUDIES Dean Boland

Beverly Peters, Senior Professorial Lecturer

SCHOOL OF PUBLIC AFFAIRS Dean Jacknowitz

Saul Newman, Associate Dean for Undergraduate Education

RECESSIONAL City of Alexandria Pipes and Drums

(Audience will rise and remain standing until the platform party, faculty, 
and graduates have left the arena.)
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MARSHALS

Jennifer Axe
Faculty Trustee
Past Chair, Faculty Senate
University Marshal

Thomas Merrill 
Past Chair, Faculty Senate
Faculty Marshal

Wendy Boland
Dean, Graduate and Professional Studies 
Doctoral Reader

Brittany Robertson
Senior Assistant Dean of Finance  
and Administration
College of Arts and Sciences

Saul Newman
Associate Dean for Undergraduate Education
School of Public Affairs

Beverly Peters
Senior Professorial Lecturer
Professional Studies

FLAG BEARERS

Emelyn Sanchez Calzada 
School of Public Affairs 
United States Flag Bearer 
 
Adeline Farmer 
School of Public Affairs 
District of Columbia Flag Bearer 

Tinashe Muradza 
College of Arts and Sciences 
American University Flag Bearer 
 
Chad Appel, SPA/BA ’03 
Alumni Flag Bearer 

RECEPTION SITES

Immediately following the commencement ceremony, 
receptions will be held in the following locations:

College of Arts and Sciences  
Katzen Arts Center, Rotunda

School of Public Affairs 
Kerwin Hall, 1st Floor



12 150th ommencement  •  December 14, 2025

College of Arts and Sciences
Degrees Awarded, August 2025

DOCTOR OF PHILOSOPHY  
IN BEHAVIOR, COGNITION, 
AND NEUROSCIENCE
Jensen Palmer
Perceptual Decision Making in Rodents

DOCTOR OF PHILOSOPHY  
IN CLINICAL PSYCHOLOGY
Salman Humood Alkhalifa
Cost-Benefit and Cost-Effectiveness of 
Bariatric Surgeries for Type 2 Diabetes 
Mellitus Treatment in Bahrain
Molly Bruh
Childhood Opportunity Index, Sex, and 
Race, as Moderators Affecting Self-Efficacy 
and Concussion Recovery
Diana Juliet Cox
Testing the Effects of a Self-Affirmation 
Writing Intervention for Sexual and  
Gender Minority Adolescents
Ryan Doyle Smout
Deontic Moral Evaluations Yield Higher 
Self-Transcendence and Moral Elevation
Joyce Xiao Jing Wong
Confirmatory Factor Analysis of the Youth 
Intolerance of Uncertainty—Parent Report 
(YIU-PR)

DOCTOR OF PHILOSOPHY 
IN ECONOMICS
Taiye Chen
Three Essays on International Economics
Catherine Anne Falvey
Three Essays on U.S. Reproductive  
Health Policy and Women's Fertility 
and Economic Outcomes
William D. Mooney
Explaining the Modern Productivity  
Paradox Using Stochastic Frontier Analysis
Lin Shi
Essays on the Political Economy of Trade 
Policy Views and Global Value Chains
Danielle M. Wilson
Chugging Along: The Long-Run Effects 
of Historical Railroads in Mexico

DOCTOR OF PHILOSOPHY 
IN HISTORY
Marga Liesel Andersen
Like Lions After Slumber: Challenges to 
Britishness by Jewish and Irish Immigrants 
in Late-Victorian London
Maurizio Recordati Koen
From Strategike to “Classical” Strategy: 
Essays in the History of Ideas and the 
Epistemology of Western Strategic Thought
Pawel Piotr Styrna
The Russian Whites and the Poles, 
1918–1921

MASTER OF ARTS  
IN ARTS MANAGEMENT
Sheila Katorobo Katumwa

MASTER OF ARTS  
IN AUDIO TECHNOLOGY
Mary Ruane

MASTER OF ARTS 
IN ECONOMICS
Zachary A. Carlson

Steven H. Keshishian

Aaron Perry Marks

Mackenzie Wierenga

MASTER OF ARTS IN HISTORY
Mauricio Diaz Barriga Lange

MASTER OF ARTS  
IN PSYCHOLOGY
Peter B. Fitzgerald

Miranda Faith Tompkins

MASTER OF ARTS IN  
PUBLIC ANTHROPOLOGY
Brooke Patricia Brooke 

Leah Itani

Eva Maria Rey Pinto

Alexis A. Scott

MASTER OF SCIENCE 
IN BIOTECHNOLOGY
Adaeze G. Igboanugo

Shreya Sanjaybhai Patel

MASTER OF SCIENCE 
IN CHEMISTRY
Colleen O’Dowd

MASTER OF SCIENCE  
IN COMPUTER SCIENCE
Leila Damghani

Ifeanyi Chukwuka Okafor

MASTER OF SCIENCE 
IN DATA SCIENCE
Dwanith Venkat Girish

MASTER OF SCIENCE 
IN DEVELOPMENT 
MANAGEMENT
Elise Yéri Kambou

MASTER OF SCIENCE  
IN ECONOMICS
Sarah Alaaldin Mosbah Almasri

MASTER OF SCIENCE  
IN ENVIRONMENTAL SCIENCE
Kaitlin M. Dellaposta

MASTER OF SCIENCE 
IN HEALTH PROMOTION 
MANAGEMENT
Kaitlyn Anelaine Kelley

Mary Isabella Lindsay

Najibullah Wardak

MASTER OF SCIENCE 
IN NEUROSCIENCE
Joseph Dust

MASTER OF SCIENCE  
IN NUTRITION EDUCATION
Ana Paula Conteh 

Sara Rachel Kogon

Anya Brooke Litofsky

Christopher John Murphy

Frances Aurelia Perkinson

MASTER OF SCIENCE 
IN STATISTICS
Grace Goverman
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BACHELOR OF ARTS 
IN ANTHROPOLOGY
Azarine Isugi Ledwidge

Nayla A. Nasr

BACHELOR OF ARTS  
IN AUDIO PRODUCTION
Liam Stewart Chapin 
magna cum laude
Alexandria Emoiya Dunkley

BACHELOR OF ARTS 
IN ECONOMICS
Graham Sean Gerth

Miles J. Lewis

BACHELOR OF ARTS  
IN ENVIRONMENTAL STUDIES
Finnegan L. Behncke

Erika Christiana Butner

Jordan T. Price

Meera Kalyani Swaminathan

BACHELOR OF ARTS 
IN HISTORY
Jeremy Drew Lemire

BACHELOR OF ARTS  
IN JAPANESE STUDIES
Jeannie Karen Fink

BACHELOR OF ARTS 
IN LITERATURE
Oread Frias

BACHELOR OF ARTS  
IN PSYCHOLOGY
Dalia H. Abdo Kahin

Lillian Beavers-Jacobson

Mary Abigail VanCompernolle Riggs

BACHELOR OF ARTS 
IN PUBLIC HEALTH
Yan Cang

BACHELOR OF ARTS 
IN SOCIOLOGY
Farah Amirsaleh

Kiersten Grace Bigornia

Ella C. Fischelis

Callyn R. Saylor

Scarlett Alexis Scott-Buck

BACHELOR OF SCIENCE  
IN APPLIED MATHEMATICS
Eliot O. Bramble

BACHELOR OF SCIENCE 
IN BIOLOGY
Emily Rose Cahill

Jacob Reese Calderon

Oren T. Conner

Michael Glynos

Isabel J. Sung

Brielle Grace White

BACHELOR OF SCIENCE 
IN COMPUTER SCIENCE
Abdulmalik Mazin M. Alhazmi

Michael Mangatas Naibaho

BACHELOR OF SCIENCE 
IN DATA SCIENCE
Xin He

Jimmy Nguyen

Natalie Mei Tsuei

BACHELOR OF SCIENCE  
IN ENVIRONMENTAL SCIENCE
Sarah Jane Gallagher 
Second Major in Economics 
summa cum laude
Charles A. Sajonia 
Second Major in Philosophy

BACHELOR OF SCIENCE 
IN MATHEMATICS
Thomas William Schupp 
summa cum laude
Christian H. Stewart 
Second Major in Justice and Law

BACHELOR OF SCIENCE 
IN PUBLIC HEALTH
Sadie W. Gray 
cum laude

Degree Candidates, December 2025

DOCTOR OF PHILOSOPHY 
IN ANTHROPOLOGY
John M. Villecco
“We’re Not Politically Polished”:  
Populism, Figured Worlds, and Affective 
Politics in Luzerne County, Pennsylvania

DOCTOR OF PHILOSOPHY  
IN BEHAVIOR, COGNITION, 
AND NEUROSCIENCE
Chenxi Liao
Probing Visual Material Perception  
with Psychophysics and Deep Learning

MASTER OF ARTS  
IN ARTS MANAGEMENT
Vanessa Beltrán

Alexus J. Crockett

Aidan I. C. Dixon

Julia Rose Ford

MASTER OF ARTS  
IN AUDIO TECHNOLOGY
Kain Pierce

MASTER OF ARTS  
IN ECONOMICS
Stefanie Dianna Fischer

MASTER OF ARTS IN HISTORY
Yianni G. Contis

Phoebe Elizabeth Feis

Kevin C. Flynn Jr.

Katherine N. Greenstein

Jeremiah J. Kresky

Tonery R. Rogers

Gabriella Eva Thumm
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MASTER OF ARTS  
IN INTERNATIONAL 
ECONOMICS
Fatoumata Tounkara

MASTER OF ARTS  
IN LITERATURE, CULTURE, 
AND TECHNOLOGY
Sunyata Lily McNatt Courie

Sophie J. Kirschner

MASTER OF ARTS  
IN PSYCHOLOGY
Amy Berger

Anna K. Cibrian

Julianna N. Felecan

Caroline Rose Kasten

Crystal Liu

Natalie McKinnis

Allison Sarah Tietz

Paloma Katsi Zabala Rossy

MASTER OF ARTS  
IN PUBLIC ANTHROPOLOGY
Juliet Ann Marie Brown

MASTER OF ARTS  
IN PUBLIC HEALTH 
INNOVATION AND PRACTICE
Sophia R. Bergey

Margaret Anne Atwood Cox

Summia Syeda Mahmud

Grace Stevens

MASTER OF ARTS  
IN SOCIOLOGY RESEARCH 
AND PRACTICE
Hannah Elizabeth Wingo

MASTER OF ARTS IN 
TEACHING ENGLISH  
TO SPEAKERS OF  
OTHER LANGUAGES
Virgie Ann I. Casteel

Soumini Chatterjee

Xingjie Chen

Lewis E. Erickson

Patrick MacMahon

Yuni Silvina Angraini Manik

Benjamin Tetteh Tamatey

YuYing Wu

MASTER OF FINE ARTS  
IN CREATIVE WRITING
Jalisa Orellana Hardy

MASTER OF SCIENCE  
IN BIOLOGY
Mariely Alexandra Suarez Melendez

MASTER OF SCIENCE  
IN BIOTECHNOLOGY
Gabrielle Byers

Rachel M. Greenblatt

MASTER OF SCIENCE  
IN CHEMISTRY
DeAndra Dyer

Qintao Jia

MASTER OF SCIENCE  
IN COMPUTER SCIENCE
Christopher W. Finsterbusch

Tinashe Muradza

MASTER OF SCIENCE  
IN DATA SCIENCE
Gelila Assefa

Thierno Youssouf Barry 

Chun Hui Chu

Layne Dibuono

Jason Brandon Finkle

Zemen Matebe Ghelaw

Michaela J. Gruber

Aidan Hennessy

Te-Jou Hou

Hsin Lei Hsieh

Jack Kuo Chang

Yen Jo Lee

Xiang Liu

Shao-Wei Lu

Jared Robert Martin

Michael James McHenry

Maxwell Miller-Golub

Blondie Beatrice Ndebele

Peter Chika Ozo-Ogueji

Cristina Joanna Perez

Melissa Alexandra Quintero Jimenez

Caroline Elisabeth Sanfelippo

Petros Siaplaouras

Jin Sook Song

Joseph Patrick Sturla

Marjorie Grace Tidwell

Imani Kalong Tshal Irung

Daniel Georges Tshiani

Kaitlin Works-Figueroa

Fang-Yi Wu

Han Lin Yeh

MASTER OF SCIENCE  
IN ECONOMICS
Tizita T. Ayane

Cory A. Brown

Luke Daniel Clifford Fiore

Hayley Fooshee

Diana Carolina La Riva Andrade

Aroob Memon

Takhsinabonu Abdullajon Kizi 
Muftokhiddinova

MASTER OF SCIENCE  
IN ENVIRONMENTAL SCIENCE
Andrew P. Koenig

Amelia Thornton Smith

MASTER OF SCIENCE  
IN NUTRITION EDUCATION
Isabelle Dahl Acker

Elsa J. Barriga

Tanya Mechelle Carter

Kai A. Jones

Savannah A. Levister

Agata Siegenthaler

BACHELOR OF ARTS IN 
AFRICAN AMERICAN AND 
AFRICAN DIASPORA STUDIES
Mary Reagan Riffle

BACHELOR OF ARTS  
IN AMERICAN STUDIES
Seneca Dylan Rotker

BACHELOR OF ARTS  
IN ANTHROPOLOGY
Brigid Therese Flanders

William Farion Kirk 
cum laude

BACHELOR OF ARTS  
IN ART HISTORY
Anna Grace Peed

Anna Brooks Varrell 
cum laude
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BACHELOR OF ARTS  
IN ASIAN STUDIES
Ang Li

BACHELOR OF ARTS  
IN AUDIO PRODUCTION
Sofia Dallas

Brandon Jonathan Gerungan

Julian Emil Mirran 
summa cum laude

BACHELOR OF ARTS  
IN COMPUTER SCIENCE
Yikunno-Amlak Felleke

BACHELOR OF ARTS  
IN ECONOMICS
Maisa Frizzo Binotti

Brielle Franckowiak

Carter Joost

Shiyu Wang

Zenan Yin

BACHELOR OF ARTS IN 
ENVIRONMENTAL STUDIES
Alexis A. Hochgertel 
summa cum laude 
American University Honors
Kelsey Elizabeth Mackert 
magna cum laude
Jaclyn Mia Siesel

BACHELOR OF ARTS  
IN GRAPHIC AND VISUAL 
COMMUNICATION DESIGN
Zhenglan Tan 

Min Yang 
Second Major in Studio Art

BACHELOR OF ARTS  
IN HISTORY
Jared Samuel Aronson

Simone Luthra

Julien Hagearty Nalbantian

Nathaniel Gregory Smith 
Second Major in Secondary Education
Jacob Owen Thalhimer

BACHELOR OF ARTS  
IN LITERATURE
Hyrum J. Balog

Inanna Galadriel Sicat Crabbe 
Second Major in Psychology

John J. Diglio 
cum laude
Peyton Kaori Dortch 
Second Major in Philosophy
Hope M. Hamerslough 
magna cum laude 
Honors in Literature
Sean R. Sawyer

Aaron Zubatch

BACHELOR OF ARTS IN MUSIC
Cooper A. Denison 
summa cum laude
John Elliot Pratt

BACHELOR OF ARTS IN 
PERFORMING ARTS: THEATRE
Hannah Rae DiGiovanni

BACHELOR OF ARTS  
IN PHILOSOPHY
Owen Camferdam

Emily Michelle Hickerson

BACHELOR OF ARTS  
IN PSYCHOLOGY
Daylia A’lea Brock 
magna cum laude
Nathan Edward Sharma Campbell

Cameron R. Churchfield

Anson L. Clark 
magna cum laude 
Honors in Psychology
Delaney Gable 
magna cum laude
William Jacobs

Hailey J. Karas 
Second Major in Justice and Law 
magna cum laude
Abigail Elizabeth Keeble 
Second Major in Philosophy
Zophia Rosa Kotala 
summa cum laude 
American University Honors 
Honors in Psychology
Amanda Corrine Lindsay

Cole Wilson Mathis

Hannah Rachel Medow

Tasmin A. Owen 
cum laude 
Honors in Psychology
Pelé Simonyan Rensel

Seth Jacob Shapiro

Noelle Jolie Sommerville 
cum laude

Mustapha L. Sowe

Amelia Eareckson Stewart

Santiago Suarez Auzza

Lindsey B. Tarantola 
summa cum laude 
Honors in Psychology
Oliver Topel

BACHELOR OF ARTS  
IN PUBLIC HEALTH
Fatima Abdulla Al Sayegh

Jazmina Oumou Fofana 
cum laude
Tejasvi Hariharan 
cum laude

BACHELOR OF ARTS  
IN SOCIOLOGY
Toshi Field Davis

Adam Douglas Holod

Isabel J. Kim 
summa cum laude
Amanda Elisha Vincent 
magna cum laude

BACHELOR OF ARTS  
IN STUDIO ART
Jumana Arar Taji Farouki

BACHELOR OF ARTS IN 
WOMEN’S, GENDER, AND 
SEXUALITY STUDIES
Emily Leela Randolph 
summa cum laude
Caroline Grace TenHoor

BACHELOR OF SCIENCE  
IN AUDIO TECHNOLOGY
Jason Alan Gerber 
magna cum laude
Katherine Olga Linsdau

BACHELOR OF SCIENCE  
IN BIOCHEMISTRY
Christina Anika Anderson

Jocelyn Briseyda Lopez-Arias
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BACHELOR OF SCIENCE 
IN BIOLOGY
Jason Chao

Yusef S. Maftoon

Amber Rivera 
cum laude
Sharlin C. Rosas

Anna Ryberg Sharp

Alexandria Lauryn-Solái Simmons

Jaden R. Smith

Wenjing Zhang

BACHELOR OF SCIENCE 
IN COMPUTER SCIENCE
Francesca Rose Castagnetti 
magna cum laude
Elisiah A. Colon

Andrew K. Darfoor 1
Adam Liewehr 
magna cum laude
David Nana Sarfo Ohene-Nyarko

Matthew H. Park

Santiago Yara Mata

Jonathan Jiayun Zhang

BACHELOR OF SCIENCE 
IN DATA SCIENCE
Pyper Anastasia Alexander 
cum laude
Gabriela Cristina Lebrón Quiñones 
Second Major in Economics
Miles Alexi Matthews 
cum laude
Ella Napolitano 
magna cum laude

Ethan Pastel

Shae Elisabeth Ramberg 
Second Major in Political Science 
summa cum laude
Kennedy A. Rodriguez Reyes

Taku Takahashi

BACHELOR OF SCIENCE 
IN ECONOMICS
Ethan Philip Mahimainathan 
cum laude
Ella Napolitano 
magna cum laude

BACHELOR OF SCIENCE IN 
ENVIRONMENTAL SCIENCE
Eric R. Anderson

Alexis Elizabeth Montre Ellis

Jazmin Amara Garza

Grace Bailey Lawrence

Robert Lee Miller Jr.

Lily May Slade 
magna cum laude

BACHELOR OF SCIENCE 
IN HEALTH PROMOTION
Lauren E. Hunter 
magna cum laude
Andrew Thomas Meyers

Ashton Stephen Peverley

BACHELOR OF SCIENCE 
IN MATHEMATICS
MacKenzie Burgoyne 
summa cum laude
Khai Dinh Tran 
summa cum laude 
Honors in Mathematical and Data Sciences

BACHELOR OF SCIENCE 
IN MATHEMATICS AND 
ECONOMICS
Quinn A. Reynolds

BACHELOR OF SCIENCE 
IN NEUROSCIENCE
Jack R. MacCallum IV

Merritt Elizabeth Perkins 
cum laude

BACHELOR OF SCIENCE 
IN PHYSICS
David R. Maxwell

BACHELOR OF SCIENCE 
IN PUBLIC HEALTH
Charlotte Somol

1 Family of Eagles



merican niversity  •  School of Public Affairs 17

School of Public Affairs
Degrees Awarded, August 2025

DOCTOR OF PHILOSOPHY 
IN JUSTICE, LAW AND 
CRIMINOLOGY
Candace Merritt Strickland
Policing from Within: Understanding the 
Role of Organizational Justice and Self-
Legitimacy in Shaping Officers’ Mindsets

DOCTOR OF PHILOSOPHY 
IN POLITICAL SCIENCE
Abdullah Yasir Atalan
Essays on Coup Contagion: Rethinking 
Diffusion Through Fear, Multiplex  
Channel, and Public Opinion
Daniel Steiman
Explaining Variation in Unsanctioned 
Violence Within Rebel Organizations:  
A Case Study of the African National 
Congress in South Africa
Dakota Strode
Covering the Lavender Candidate: LGBT 
Candidates, Campaigns, and the Media
Karl M. Vonzabern
Partisan Politics or Carbon Captured: 
Political Parties and the Political  
Economy of Climate Change Mitigation 
in the United States

DOCTOR OF PHILOSOPHY  
IN PUBLIC ADMINISTRATION 
AND POLICY
Tianyu Chen
Uncovering Nonprofit Resilience:  
Online Communication Strategies 
During Turbulent Times

MASTER OF ARTS IN 
POLITICAL COMMUNICATION
Mikaela Rose Querido

MASTER OF ARTS  
IN POLITICAL SCIENCE
Jimmy Alphonce

Gerald Jeandron

MASTER OF PUBLIC 
ADMINISTRATION
Maria Paula Hernandez

Edwin A. Santos

Ming Tso Tai

Ashley Maria Watson

MASTER OF PUBLIC 
ADMINISTRATION AND POLICY
Demilade Ayodabo

Jennifer P. Barrientos

SaVannah Diondra Black

Jahmil J. Brown

Zane David Carlson

Leonardo A. Cosio

Maegan Cross

Phillips Oloruntobi Daniels

Jana Bingley DeCoster

Aleeya A. Gibson

Jonathan Carl Hansborough Jr.

Shavonne N. Hogan

Kiara N. Jordan

Molly Lathrop

Kayleigh K. Martin

Eunice E. Neeley

Joseph W. Norman III

Rosicela Olivares

Emily Kathryn Rathbun Bemis

Leslie Marie Reyes

Esteban Rodriguez

Courtney K. Schumann

Isaiah Roshad Scott

Camri A. Taylor

Dalila Trevino

Jessica Vogliano

Alexis Gabrielle Washburn

Maia Younes

MASTER OF PUBLIC POLICY
Benjamin Kennedy Calkins

Taylor J. Franklin

Gerald Jeandron

Aminata Joof

Lily Nell Kincannon

Maame A. Owubah

Alex N. Pinamang

William R. Simpson

MASTER OF SCIENCE  
IN COUNTER-TERRORISM  
AND HOMELAND SECURITY
Aaron Goren

James Richard Hilbun Jr.

Ryan Edward Huntington

Hannah Margaret Kramer

Pooja Loka

Cole James Maslanka

Sabrina G. Vallejo

Brianna A. Walker

MASTER OF SCIENCE 
IN JUSTICE, LAW AND 
CRIMINOLOGY
Olivia Ffrench

Julia Marie Smith

MASTER OF SCIENCE IN 
TERRORISM AND HOMELAND 
SECURITY POLICY
Hamdan Ziyad Hamdan Alabsi

Hayley Joanna Page

Lindsey Marie Ricci

Josephine von Fischer

BACHELOR OF ARTS IN 
INTERDISCIPLINARY STUDIES: 
COMMUNICATION, LEGAL 
INSTITUTIONS, ECONOMICS, 
AND GOVERNMENT
John James Dimino 
magna cum laude 
School of Public Affairs Honors
Sieun Debby Lee 
magna cum laude 
School of Public Affairs Honors
Ruby True Seals Lizarraga

Alexandria T. Rushford

Marisa J. Singh

Do Sinh Tran 
cum laude
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BACHELOR OF ARTS  
IN JUSTICE AND LAW
Karina R. Evans-Schreiber

Roslyn Elizabeth Sarah Mangham

Olivia Ada Topalian

Jingchen Wang

Aleshanee Webb 
Community-Based Research Scholar
Jonathan N. Works 
cum laude
Naomi M. Zuniga 
magna cum laude

BACHELOR OF ARTS 
IN LEGAL STUDIES
Carrie L. Bifulco 
summa cum laude 
School of Public Affairs Honors
Thomas Bruno Soodak 
Second Major in Economics 
summa cum laude 
American University Honors

BACHELOR OF ARTS  
IN POLITICAL SCIENCE
Neka Baratashvili 
cum laude
Maya D. Brand

Sydnee Renee Bridges

Kaitlyn Emily Corsarie

Darien Davis

Solomon Dubner

Jeremy K. Elwell 
cum laude
Anna Cécile Huener

Connor Joseph Kelly

Matthew John Laubach

Daniel Zachary Perera

Mohammad Arsalan Qureshi

Isabelle C. Sheridan

Samuel C. Tarnowski

BACHELOR OF SCIENCE 
IN DATA SCIENCES FOR 
POLITICAL SCIENCE
Megan Adakonis

Thomas William Schupp 
summa cum laude

Degree Candidates, December 2025

DOCTOR OF PHILOSOPHY 
IN JUSTICE, LAW AND  
CRIMINOLOGY
Jazmine R. Talley
Dying to Achieve the American Dream: 
A Quantitative Exploration of Serious  
Crime in Neighborhoods

MASTER OF ARTS IN 
POLITICAL COMMUNICATION
Peter Cunningham

Margaret Rose Gardiner

Justin A. Osburn

Abigail Grace Palazzo

MASTER OF ARTS  
IN POLITICAL SCIENCE
Micah Blake Allred

Dawson M. Connell

Marco Alexis Lopez Sanchez

MASTER OF PUBLIC 
ADMINISTRATION
Boone Bishop

Jala Cristin Cook

Chloe Dorf

Gwen G. Everhart

Johnathan J. Gardner

Sharon Nicole Glenn

Alana Cara Gordon

Bronwen E. Hale Dearden

Spencer Ryan Henson

Isaaca Kaly

Dillon H. Keenan

Casey Ryan LaTeef

Kimiya Lyn Parker-Hill

Olga Radchenko

Joseph N. Roper

William Benjamin Smith III

Trina Latrice Stewart

Michael P. Tamburri

Merna S. Zaki

MASTER OF PUBLIC 
ADMINISTRATION AND POLICY
Kristi M. Bickel

Faraj I. Haddad

Brenda M. Hernandez

Latoya Faith Jackson

Juliane Elizabeth Jemmott

Emma Knipp

Karina Rubi Leal

Christopher James Lee

Allyson McKeone

Adrianna D. Milice

Cristina M. Rodriguez

Ryan J. Ruffin-Hawthorn

Piper Townsend

John William Wainwright

Madison Cierra Watkins
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1 Family of Eagles

MASTER OF PUBLIC POLICY
Michael Q. Callahan

Ryan C. Doucette

Julienne Marie Emmons

Natasha B. Kallish

Janani K. Kameswaran

Yujung Kim

Alyssa Minji Kwon

Briana Isidora Lopez

Wan Yu Lu

Jenna LeeAnn Mitchell

Sethmonykeo Morb

Brian Anh Ngo

Brenda M. Ortiz Hernandez

Pretlow Darden Parrott

Olivia M. Preston

Veronica M. Roach

MASTER OF SCIENCE  
IN COUNTER-TERRORISM  
AND HOMELAND SECURITY
Iris M. Burgering

Michael EJ DiFlorio

Gabrielle A. Knight

Jordan Marie Leffler

Chelsea Nibert

Jennifer J. Perez

Joshua Richardson

Paulina Tes

MASTER OF SCIENCE 
IN DATA SCIENCE
Thomas E. Blair

Luke Govan

MASTER OF SCIENCE 
IN JUSTICE, LAW AND 
CRIMINOLOGY
Lucy Ann Christoff

Rachel T. Harrison

Desiree’ Janay Murray

Marcos A. Rios

MASTER OF SCIENCE IN 
TERRORISM AND HOMELAND 
SECURITY POLICY
Amelia R. Charbonneau

Alec Diradourian

Remington Royce Kail

Camilla Montemarano

Lara Senturk

BACHELOR OF ARTS IN 
INTERDISCIPLINARY STUDIES: 
COMMUNICATION, LEGAL 
INSTITUTIONS, ECONOMICS, 
AND GOVERNMENT
Madeline R. Brownyard 
magna cum laude
Leigh Daniel Bruno 
cum laude
Kathryn Grace Ellison 
magna cum laude
Jake F. Fales

Adeline Rose Farmer 
cum laude
Julianna Klepzig 
cum laude
Shelby Rae Liebler 
summa cum laude
Erica Joelle Liff 
summa cum laude 
American University Honors
Olivia M. Lufkin 
cum laude
Thea MacDowell-Gilman 
magna cum laude
Jack L. McPartland 
summa cum laude
Patrick W. Medvitz 
cum laude 
American University Honors
Grace Olivia Frentress Norris 
summa cum laude
Emma O’Hara 
magna cum laude
Kamila Lindsey Park

Mia Jane Ribich 
cum laude
Alyssa Michelle Schmidt 
summa cum laude 
School of Public Affairs Honors

Anshul Shukla

Aidan Z. Skidds 
summa cum laude 
American University Honors 
School of Public Affairs Honors
Sofia Alessandra Smith 
cum laude
Faye Lashell Stokes

Samantha Rose Tarnofsky

Valentina Araya Weil 
summa cum laude
Shu Yee Laurita Wong

Marina R. Zaczkiewicz 
summa cum laude

BACHELOR OF ARTS  
IN JUSTICE AND LAW
Emily Catherine Backoo

Alexandra Ilyse Baron 
Second Major in Legal Studies 
magna cum laude
Kristopher A. Bergman 
summa cum laude
Sarah Elizabeth Brandt

Sangihn Sean Byun

Cloe Amelia Dean

Victoria J. East

Jackson Everett Gold 1 
summa cum laude
Angelina Amber Kerik

Benjamin Sidney Levin 
cum laude
Aurora Autumn McGuire

Norah Nasser 
magna cum laude 
School of Public Affairs Honors
Morgan Nerich 
cum laude
Gracen A. Nusom 
Second Major in Legal Studies 
magna cum laude
Anna Marley Pope 
Second Major in Chinese Studies 
summa cum laude
Sarah Fonseca Rocha 
cum laude
Logan Christopher Roetting

Drew Edward Rusak 
summa cum laude
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Emelyn Sanchez Calzada 
cum laude
Mary L. Smith

Bryna Elisabeth Spratt 
Second Major in Psychology 
summa cum laude
Katherine G. Bunting Travis 
magna cum laude
Stacy Anne Wansor 
magna cum laude

BACHELOR OF ARTS 
IN LEGAL STUDIES
Nolan S. Alisago 

Molly Hitchcock Dooling

Victoria Rachel Gauvin

Charlie James Leonardi 
summa cum laude
Kate Elizabeth Snyder 
summa cum laude

BACHELOR OF ARTS 
IN POLITICAL SCIENCE
Eliana M. Andrews

Amna Asad 
magna cum laude
Caroline D. Auth 
Second Major in Justice and Law 
magna cum laude 
School of Public Affairs Honors
Nikhitha Balijepalli

Jack E. Bosshardt

Veronica Botero

Shelby Elina Payton Brown

Leigh Daniel Bruno 
cum laude
Emily A. Bupp 
magna cum laude
Christopher Jewel Charles

Adam V. Chrisope

Isabella Cruz 
Second Major in Business Administration 
magna cum laude 
Kogod Honors
Finn David Daly

Tyler Christopher Daniels 
summa cum laude 
American University Honors
Cooper A. Denison 
summa cum laude 
School of Public Affairs Honors
Giovanna Destefanis 
summa cum laude
Olivia Tess Edmonds 
magna cum laude
Emerson Brenna Francisco

Aakash A. Gala

Jazmin Amara Garza

Naomi Olivia George 
magna cum laude
Tiana Olivia Go 
magna cum laude
Amishai Goodman-Goldstein 
magna cum laude 
School of Public Affairs Honors
Andrew Evan Grub 
magna cum laude
Tyler Michael Holbrook 
cum laude
Aliyah Jaikaran 
summa cum laude
Isaiah Noel Kenney 
Second Major in Justice and Law
Nitin Anand Khanna 
Community-Based Research Scholar
Isabella R. Montini 
magna cum laude
Teague S. Moss

Colin Eugene Murphy

Kellen Nelson

Dave Nicolas

Mia Lenora Norton

Katarina June Nowicki 
summa cum laude
Víctor G. Pagán Viera 
cum laude
Aidan J. Palmer

Julia-Caroline Yvette Patton 
Second Major in Economics
Caroline M. Pirrone 
summa cum laude 
School of Public Affairs Honors

Matthew Ponticiello 
summa cum laude
Scarlett Marin Poye

Sedona S. Reilly 
cum laude
Fionnuala Catherine O’Boyle Schefers 
Second Major in Women’s, Gender,  
and Sexuality Studies 
magna cum laude
Andy N. Schobel 
cum laude
Sophia Glen Scott 
magna cum laude
Anjali Jasmin Singh

Denia Brielle Smith 
summa cum laude
Julia R. Squitteri 
summa cum laude 
Community-Based Research Scholar 
School of Public Affairs Honors
Alice Still 
summa cum laude
Jaidon Thompson

Brooke Elizabeth Vagrin 
Second Major in Psychology 
summa cum laude
Matthew Michael Vigneau 
summa cum laude
Ryan Wilson 
summa cum laude
Hannah A. Worden 
magna cum laude

BACHELOR OF SCIENCE IN 
DATA SCIENCES FOR JUSTICE, 
LAW AND CRIMINOLOGY
Priyanka B. Griffith 
summa cum laude

BACHELOR OF SCIENCE 
IN DATA SCIENCES FOR 
POLITICAL SCIENCE
Megan Adakonis 
cum laude 
Soren Jome Snyder 
summa cum laude 
School of Public Affairs Honors
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Professional Studies
Degrees Awarded, August 2025
MASTER OF SCIENCE IN 
HUMAN RESOURCE ANALYTICS 
AND MANAGEMENT
Anitra N. Cunningham

MASTER OF SCIENCE IN 
MEASUREMENT AND EVALUATION
Lexus L. Faison
Liam Fama
Heather L. Gentzel
Jason Earl Harper Heaney

MASTER OF SCIENCE  
IN SPORTS ANALYTICS 
AND MANAGEMENT 
Allison Villarose Hope 
Joseph Jarrell
Brendon Kolar
Hilary Abigail Thurston
Alex Brandon York

Degree Candidates, December 2025
MASTER OF SCIENCE IN 
HUMAN RESOURCE ANALYTICS 
AND MANAGEMENT
Lindsey N. Diamond
Nahiely R. Gomez

MASTER OF SCIENCE  
IN SPORTS ANALYTICS 
AND MANAGEMENT
Leilani C. Lormejuste
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ORDER OF EVENTS
Washington College of Law 
Kogod School of Business

School of International Service 
School of Education

School of Communication

Jonathan R. Alger, University President, Presiding 

STUDENT PROCESSIONAL Prelude Brass Ensemble

FACULTY AND PLATFORM PARTY PROCESSIONAL City of Alexandria Pipes and Drums

WELCOME President Alger

NATIONAL ANTHEM Gracie Gilligan, College of Arts and Sciences

INVOCATION Reverend Eric Doolittle, University Chaplain

GREETINGS
Patricia Caballero, SOC/BA ’91, Kogod/MBA ’00  
President, Alumni Association

INTRODUCTION OF STUDENT SPEAKERS Raymond Lu Ming Ou, Vice President, Student Affairs

STUDENT ADDRESSES Sydney Robson, Graduate Speaker, School of International Service 

Dalvin Perez, Undergraduate Speaker, Kogod School of Business

CONFERRAL OF HONORARY DEGREE Vicky M. Wilkins, Provost and Chief Academic Officer

President Alger

Admiral James Stavridis

COMMENCEMENT ADDRESS Admiral James Stavridis, Doctor of Humane Letters, Honoris Causa

PRESIDENT’S CHARGE TO GRADUATES President Alger

PRESENTATION OF CANDIDATES FOR DOCTORAL DEGREES Provost Wilkins

Rodney Hopson, Dean, School of Education

Marnel Niles Goins, Dean, School of Communication

Rachel Sullivan Robinson, Dean, School of International Service

CONFERRAL OF DOCTORAL DEGREES President Alger

Wendy Boland, Dean, Graduate and Professional Studies
PRESENTATION OF CANDIDATES FOR MASTER’S  

AND BACHELOR’S DEGREES Provost Wilkins

CONFERRAL OF MASTER’S AND BACHELOR’S DEGREES President Alger

SCHOOL OF EDUCATION Dean Hopson

Olatokunbo Fashola, Senior Professorial Lecturer

SCHOOL OF COMMUNICATION Dean Niles Goins

Jane Hall, Associate Professor

WASHINGTON COLLEGE OF LAW Heather Hughes, Dean

Olwyn Conway, Associate Professor

SCHOOL OF INTERNATIONAL SERVICE Dean Sullivan Robinson

Robert Adcock, Associate Dean of Undergraduate Education

KOGOD SCHOOL OF BUSINESS David Marchick, Dean

Michael Clayton, Hurst Senior Professorial Lecturer

RECESSIONAL City of Alexandria Pipes and Drums
(Audience will rise and remain standing until the platform party, faculty, 
and graduates have left the arena.)
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MARSHALS

Stephen J. Silvia
Faculty Trustee 
Chair, Faculty Senate
University Marshal 

Jason Snyder
Vice Chair, Faculty Senate
Faculty Marshal

Wendy Boland
Dean, Graduate and Professional Studies 
Doctoral Reader

Olwyn Conway 
Associate Professor
Washington College of Law 

Michael Clayton
Hurst Senior Professorial Lecturer
Kogod School of Business

Robert Adcock
Associate Dean of Undergraduate Education
School of International Service

Olatokunbo Fashola
Senior Professorial Lecturer
School of Education  

Jane Hall
Associate Professor
School of Communication

FLAG BEARERS

Brandon Smith 
School of Education 
United States Flag Bearer 

Manuela Gonzalez 
School of Communication 
District of Columbia Flag Bearer 

Aikokul Abdivalieva 
Kogod School of Business 
American University Flag Bearer 

Pamela Cheryl Higgins Harris,  
CAS/BA ’72, SOE/MEd ’73, SOE/EdD ’25 
Alumni Flag Bearer 

RECEPTION SITES

Immediately following the commencement ceremony, 
receptions will be held in the following locations:

Washington College of Law  
Washington College of Law, Capital Atrium

Kogod School of Business  
Kogod School of Business Building, Student Lounge

School of International Service 
School of International Service Building, 

Prince Salman Grand Atrium

School of Education  
Spring Valley Building Lobby, 1st Floor

School of Communication  
McKinley Building, 1st Floor
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Washington College of Law
Degrees Awarded, August 2025

MASTER OF LAWS IN  
GENDER, INTERNATIONAL 
AND COMPARATIVE LAW

Leslie E. Terrones Cernaqué

MASTER OF LAWS IN 
INTERNATIONAL ARBITRATION 
AND BUSINESS LAW

José L. Reitze López

MASTER OF LAWS IN 
INTERNATIONAL BUSINESS 
AND TRADE LAW
Giulio Maccarrone

MASTER OF LAWS  
IN INTERNATIONAL  
HUMAN RIGHTS AND 
HUMANITARIAN LAW
Robert P. Duffy

Timothy G. E. Hammer

William José Montalvan Cornejo

Eric Loren Rhoton Jr.

Livia C. Sanchez Rojas

Edgar Ariel Sanchez Vargas

MASTER OF LAWS  
IN INTERNATIONAL 
LEGAL STUDIES
Syed R. Ali

MASTER OF LAWS IN  
LAW AND GOVERNMENT
Asad Ali Khan Sial

JURIS DOCTOR
Gabriel Gottfried

Rachel Hage

Michael Ephrem Karam

Abigail G. Lee

Jacqueline I. Murphy

James S. Shepherd

Degrees Awarded, September 2025

MASTER OF LEGAL STUDIES
Anton Arbatov

Valerie A. Cotton

Brionna Yasmeen Dutton

Chaquita Korene Eason-Gooden

Sade Givens

Nda Bekla Cornelia Kouakou

Michael K. Levi

Mennaallah Mohamed Moussa

Carolin Nicole Pulster

Degree Candidates, December 2025

MASTER OF LAWS IN  
GENDER, INTERNATIONAL 
AND COMPARATIVE LAW
Juliana Da Silva Nascimento

MASTER OF LAWS IN 
INTELLECTUAL PROPERTY 
AND TECHNOLOGY
Rowa Taha

MASTER OF LAWS IN 
INTERNATIONAL ARBITRATION 
AND BUSINESS LAW
Priscilla Oluwadunsin Apuabi

Lucas Lapergue

Winfred Moraa Nyakundi

Constanza E. Olalquiaga

Eukrisly Esmeralda Ramirez Vargas

Harshitha Das Sirla

Nana Turmanidze

MASTER OF LAWS IN 
INTERNATIONAL BUSINESS 
AND TRADE LAW
Emmanuella Khadijah Abdullah

Shedel Britney Khouri

Jesutofunmi O. Onafowokan

Massimo Pio Prudente

Andrea Rosita Simon

MASTER OF LAWS  
IN INTERNATIONAL  
HUMAN RIGHTS AND  
HUMANITARIAN LAW
Violeta Barrios Morales

Ronal Edgardo Carcamo Polanco

Paula Costa Ramos

John Edward Cruz Peña

Fariha Easar

Giovanny Padovam Ferreira

DeAndrea Fuller

Matias Magri Arancon

Patience Nakayenze

Marc Armstrong Noel
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Filiz Ece Özsarlak

Maria Cristina Rivas Cabrera

Débora Roma Drezza

Maria Alexandra Salazar Rosales

Bikubusyo Alimasi Symphorien

Lesly Carolina Tayes Grijalva de 
Montenegro

Dilshat Turdiev

Fiorella Natalie Valladares Meneses 

MASTER OF LAWS  
IN INTERNATIONAL  
LEGAL STUDIES
Amanda Abbud Rodrigues da Costa

Laura S. Andrade Manzano

Giuseppe Luigi Pietro Castellucci

Juan Manuel Correa López

Martina Cvijanovic

Manizha Ibrahimkhil

Maria Emilia Medranda Morejon

Jhierney Madeleyn Murdock

Tugana Sapmaz

Ali Shokraneh Mehrabani

MASTER OF LEGAL STUDIES
Keyana Nakia Adarkwah

Phillis L. Anderson

Kaylyn Jean Collier

Quentin Philip Cooper

Aniya Eden Cosby-Bishop

Sonya J. Krautner

Laurie L. Madden

Meghan Kay O’Brien

Elysa J. Smith

Michelle Tavares

Kelly R. Trebilcock

Lindsey Watson

JURIS DOCTOR
Grady M. Austin

Kathleen Brown

Fielding Oliver Burnette

Daniela Alejandra Cabrera Hurt

Laurel Lee Chatham

Christon T. Clark

Samuel D. Dougan

Alexander William Eberhardt

Ikenna Awuza Ezealah 

Yoon Hee Koh

Nicholas Edward Santos

Deborah Slattery-Pereira

Vianca Sosa

Gianna Laurel Tulino

Brittany Ciarrah Walker
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Kogod School of Business
Degrees Awarded, August 2025

MASTER OF BUSINESS 
ADMINISTRATION 
Ayla K. Bystrom-Williams 
Grace Constance O’Malley 
Steven James Wilson 

MASTER OF SCIENCE 
IN ACCOUNTING 
Jonathan A. Smith

MASTER OF SCIENCE 
IN ANALYTICS
Madior Cisse
Anya Elizabeth Martinez 
Grace Constance O’Malley

MASTER OF SCIENCE 
IN FINANCE
David Alexander Falis 
Shibo Wang

MASTER OF SCIENCE 
IN MARKETING 
Lincoln Ball
Isaiah Andre Banks 
Caroline E. Brenninkmeyer 
Chrisoula Grigoriadis 
Gabriella Anna Grimaldi 
Kyra Manson
Jonathan Moskowitz
Riley-Kate Pappas
Grace Perry
Matthew Rogers
Alexandra Anne Ruckman 
Jakob Slade
Colin Smalls
Minkyu Sung
Celeste Tejada Manrique 
Rachel Yadav

MASTER OF SCIENCE 
IN SUSTAINABILITY 
MANAGEMENT
Naveen Ali
Trevor Bobola
Annchana Annakay Brown 
Lindsay E. Cribbs
Dylan R. Feiden
Maya Grace Hammond
Kayla Harrington
Gabriela A. Keneipp
Ashleigh Marie Meade
Tyshira H. Murphy
Sophia Andrea Sabbagh 
Veronica C. Siguenza
Anderson S. Watts

BACHELOR OF SCIENCE 
IN BUSINESS 
ADMINISTRATION 
Pedro Angeloni Fretta
Emre Damar Arikoglu
Serine Baki
Stephen Kendrick Blair 
August Byers
Devon Capato Dimitry
Jack Daly
Alexander Daniels
Mohamed Adel Mirghani Eltahir 
Leena H. Merani 
Jocelyn Gabrielle Motley
Asir Haitham Numan
Alyssa Persaud
Kaitty Salazar
Mouhamadou A. Sarr
Nicolas Tsobanian Martin Leyes 
Nhan Thien Vo 
Chuwen Wang
Daniel Ethan Weinstein 
Second Major in Philosophy 
Robert E. Wilson
Zeyu Xu

BACHELOR OF SCIENCE 
IN BUSINESS AND 
ENTERTAINMENT
Riley Haruki-Murakami
Hannah Grace Jackson

BACHELOR OF SCIENCE 
IN BUSINESS, LANGUAGE 
& CULTURE STUDIES
Nathan Yifrach

BACHELOR OF SCIENCE 
IN FINANCE
Zachary Matthew Aghdaei
Thu Minh Nguyen
Emma Vasey
Natalie Anne Wingo
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Degree Candidates, December 2025

MASTER OF BUSINESS 
ADMINISTRATION
Daigoroh Abreu

Zoey Elizabeth Adkins

Babafemi Samuel Arowosafe

Marissa Ann Bruder

Andrea Cianfarani

Noorjahan Razzaq Deolall

Alyssia D. Ettienne

William T. Felton

Bria A. Flowers

Cayman Crispin Tracey Howard

Richie Ngamga Kamtchoum

Faven G. Kassa

Stephen A. Kummer

Ayano Ojima

Parth Patel

William James Paterson

Theodore Cole Whitcomb IV

Julia Anne Whiting

MASTER OF SCIENCE  
IN ACCOUNTING
Iyanuoluwa Charity Aje

Willie Kargborie Caulker

Maria Lorena Gortaire Estupinan

Taehyun Kim

Graciana N. Mugenga

Jonathan Ramazani Musubao

Silas Muendo Mwandia

Allison Pichon

Ellen Violet Roth

Vinay K. Sharma

Hnin Y. Swe

John Mwangi Wanjiru

MASTER OF SCIENCE  
IN ANALYTICS
Mathias Ndungu

Benson Osei Tutu

William Garrett Raezer

Steven T. Spitzer

Sharon Twawebwa Mutagamba Wanyana

MASTER OF SCIENCE IN 
BUSINESS ANALYTICS AND 
ARTIFICIAL INTELLIGENCE
Aikokul Abdivalieva

Rachi Adhikari

Fahima Alizada

Christopher Boachie Jnr

Marco Capoccia

Brandon Escobar

Gabriela Gismondi Cavero

Nisso Hamralizoda

Hieu Quang Hoang

Sahaj Preet Kaur

Peter Chika Ozo-Ogueji

Viraj Abhay Pande

Peter Sarpong

Dheeraj Vijay Shetty  

Vo Le Hong Quynh

MASTER OF SCIENCE 
IN FINANCE
Charles Opoku

Long Pham

Ali Abdullah Saeed

Aekam Kaur Sandhu

MASTER OF SCIENCE  
IN INTERNATIONAL 
RELATIONS AND BUSINESS
Brittany Anning Burwell

Lucy Esmeralda Hernandez Romero

Kate Klimaszewski

Alanna Jian-Yu Wray

MASTER OF SCIENCE 
IN MANAGEMENT
Daeyoung Kim

Jihye Kim

MASTER OF SCIENCE  
IN MARKETING ANALYTICS
Andrea Cianfarani

Ledia Dobi

Allison R. Rever

Rachel Nicole West

MASTER OF SCIENCE 
IN SUSTAINABILITY 
MANAGEMENT
Jihoon Ahn

Robyn Reneé Brooks

Naana Ama Bruce

Bianca Simogne Castro

Augustine Ntaama Enninful

Freyja Larissa Johansson

Annette Hyun-Joe Kang

Owen A. Kennedy

Binta Manjang

Javid Quinton Allan Jr Mitchell

Thelma Varaidzo Muchapondwa

Rebecca Owen

Ana Lopez Pine

Aisling Susan Riederer

Johnson Opio Wejuli 

Brandon R. West

BACHELOR OF SCIENCE 
IN ACCOUNTING
Ian Bacon

Nana Konfourou

Carter Rubin 
magna cum laude
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BACHELOR OF SCIENCE IN 
BUSINESS ADMINISTRATION
Ahmed Hamed Said Al Wahaibi 
cum laude
Natalia Cristina Bermudo Soltero

Gianni Mateo Bezada Schenone

Hunter D. Clark 
cum laude
Justin S. Drachtman

Troy W. Elgersma 
cum laude
Maisa Frizzo Binotti

Matthew Barry Graham

Christopher E. Huertas

Manshaan Singh Hundal

Reina Alexandra Joseph

Emma Grace Lauritzen 
summa cum laude
Kevin Lemus-Beltran

Lily Joan Lunn

Priyanka C. Mani 1
Leigh McCabe

Phoebe Elise Merrigan

Mohamad Tarek Mogharbel

Vy Khanh Nguyen

Dalvin Yahil Perez Casilla

Sebastian A. Poulin

Mohammed H M S Qutaifan

Matthew H. Tibbetts

Jasmin Nicole Villars

Christopher C. Williams

Xin Zhan

BACHELOR OF SCIENCE  
IN BUSINESS, LANGUAGE 
& CULTURE STUDIES
Isabela Adare Otero

BACHELOR OF SCIENCE 
IN FINANCE
Tony Bui 
summa cum laude
Jeannette Macturk

Lily Katherine Nuckolls 
cum laude
Ali Rizvi

Jacob A. Rossi

Hoang Nam Duong Vu

Jiaqi Wang

1 Family of Eagles
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School of International Service
Degrees Awarded, August 2025

DOCTOR OF PHILOSOPHY IN 
INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS
Sahil Mathur
Stepping In or Standing By? Intervention 
by Regional Organizations in Intrastate 
Political Crises
Kimberly Danielle Tower
Campaigning for Kebabs: The Success 
and Failure of Exclusionary National  
Symbols in France

MASTER OF ARTS IN ETHICS, 
PEACE, AND HUMAN RIGHTS
Tiffany F. Thomas

MASTER OF ARTS IN GLOBAL 
ENVIRONMENTAL POLICY
Lea A. Hunter

MASTER OF ARTS 
IN INTERCULTURAL 
AND INTERNATIONAL 
COMMUNICATION
Mia Nancy Nicolaysen

MASTER OF ARTS IN 
INTERNATIONAL AFFAIRS
Jumanah Abdullah A. Aljohani

Lindsay Bacurin

Kyle G. Ballard

Lucas Bieber

Alejandro A. Briceno Lanz

Jessica Alejandra Brown

Santiago Eduardo Carbajal

Kayan N. Fehmi

Thelonious G. Hyman-Bockman

Jeffrey M. Jordan II

Solomon H. Katz

Elizabeth Morgan Parker

Jack Philbin

Dakendjy Pierre

Gloria Chinyere Uhegwu

MASTER OF ARTS 
IN INTERNATIONAL 
DEVELOPMENT
Jaclyn F. Messemer

Claudia Mockler Coscia

Hope Nyoni

Chelsea Owusu Dappah Taylor

MASTER OF ARTS  
IN INTERNATIONAL  
ECONOMIC RELATIONS
Nicholas Rangel

MASTER OF ARTS IN 
INTERNATIONAL PEACE AND 
CONFLICT RESOLUTION
Joseph Adarkwa

Atefa Ibrahimi

Naomi W. Kamau

Annakaren Lopez

Jessica Nana Araba Mensah-Brown

MASTER OF ARTS IN 
INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS
Ethan Bayer
Rebecca Anne Davidson
Garrett Fisher
Stephanie Dianne Gardiner
Alexis K. Lara
Morgan A. Levengood
Robert Menner
Eva Clara Moore
Thomas John Pappas Jr.

Sarah Brooke Wallace

MASTER OF  
INTERNATIONAL SERVICE
Joseph Hyeon-Seob Ferry

David Hatch

Annalise D. LeVeque

James Stanley Mackin III

Alison Berke Morano

Indra Elena Nystedt

Mark E. Robinson

Maria Marguerite Valdez

MASTER OF PHILOSOPHY IN 
INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS
Aakansha Jain

Ido Levy

BACHELOR OF ARTS IN 
GLOBAL INTERNATIONAL 
RELATIONS
Miles Brian Mariano-Ortilla 
cum laude

BACHELOR OF ARTS IN 
INTERNATIONAL STUDIES
Dario Evan Balke

Katie Noelle Barnett 
summa cum laude 
School of International Service Honors 
Community-Based Research Scholar
Stephen Kendrick Blair

Atticus O. Brackett 
magna cum laude 
Global Scholar
Evan Fitzpatrick Donahue 
cum laude
Gabrielle Drinkwine

Lucia B. Fishel

Erianne M. Fox

Regina Theresa Guest

Samira Henriquez 
Second Major in Secondary Education
Eden Jutras

Erik Krasniqi

Misthi Mishra 
magna cum laude
Michael Mitsanas

Padma Fabela Bella Ouedraogo

Karishma Usha Sehgal

Riddah Shaikh 
Second Major in Environmental Studies
Gabriel Alexander Teitelbaum 
magna cum laude
Sebastian J. Tucker

Griffin F. Windheuser
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Degree Candidates, December 2025

MASTER OF ARTS IN ETHICS, 
PEACE, AND HUMAN RIGHTS
Charlotte A. DuBois

MASTER OF ARTS IN GLOBAL 
ENVIRONMENTAL POLICY
Brian J. Hall

Frederick Humphreys Joyner

Jason Alexander Moon

MASTER OF ARTS 
IN INTERCULTURAL 
AND INTERNATIONAL 
COMMUNICATION
Mariama Dumbuya

Penina G. Kamau

Aki Malina Regan

Daniela H. Suarez

Aisha Tewfik

MASTER OF ARTS IN 
INTERNATIONAL AFFAIRS
Molly A. Armstrong

Jeidy Tatiana Barrios

Kassidee A. Bergdoll

Jude B. Braithwaite

Sia Chokshi

Amanda L. Clark

Chloe Ann Cotabish

Ange Raissa L. Dalache

Jackson T. Douglas

David Walker Evans

Prescott D. Farris

Giacomo Ferrari

Jazzmen N. Fobbs

Seamus Ian Gifford

Gabrielle Godawski

Emily G. Goldstein

Travis Scott Grimm

Blair Lillian Hammond

Kristopher L. Hernandez

Audrey G. Hightower

Jacob M. Lewine

Lidia Raquel Llompart Delgado

Abdulhadi Mohammed Madugu

Samuel Roderic Maynes

Christopher Scott McPherson

Eyob Mesfin

Thomas E. Molesa

Henry B. Myers

Richard William Nesbit

Evan Yelyashkevich Padilla

Siobhan S. Powers

Ali Jarrar Raza

Elijah H. Robinson

Sydney Elizabeth Robson

Veronica Roitberg

Nicholas Ruf

Rachel Silverboard

Travis J. Simpson

Kathleen Rose Snyder

Santiago A. Taborga

Aissatou Toure

Alexandros Tsipouras

Sophie Hays Venus

Lucas James Vieweg

Alexander D. Wall

Tala Youssef

MASTER OF ARTS IN 
INTERNATIONAL AFFAIRS 
POLICY AND ANALYSIS
Daijie Li

Jena Leigh Cherry Merritt

David Vito Sekula

Dylan Abraham Vargas

Juliana Mbang Woods

MASTER OF ARTS 
IN INTERNATIONAL 
DEVELOPMENT
Ene Theresa Adaga

William Leo Clawson III

Thomas R. Fischer

Sonika Mahat

Matthew H. Modlin

Israel Tosin Gbenga Olu

Shanti Regmi

Eman Sultan

Mamud Touray

Alexandra Wagner

MASTER OF ARTS  
IN INTERNATIONAL  
ECONOMIC RELATIONS
Dustin Lape Holcomb

Amanda Rachanna Jaroen

MASTER OF ARTS  
IN INTERNATIONAL PEACE 
AND CONFLICT RESOLUTION
Madeline Louise Johanna Drafall

Mohammed Ali Nyei

Solomiya Plugator

German Prado Pizarro

MASTER OF ARTS IN 
INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS
Emilia Elizabeth Cancino Esponda

William J. Edwards

Jared Steven Iverson

Jacob P. Koniak

Courtney M. Koon

Humza A. Malik

Marilee Jane Marks

Griffin Fletcher Matsuo 1
Trisdon Stephen Miller

Sean M. Perry

Andrew Carl Primavera

Taylor Ruffin

Patrick Keleher Shea

Ines Suanzes Pita

Spencer Haluch Sutherland

Larissa M. Todd

Isabella Abdul-Hak Tokushiro

Dawson Kell Wiginton

Nadia L. Williams

Jacob Zwald

MASTER OF  
INTERNATIONAL SERVICE
Alejandra Aylett Avila

Ahhee Cho

Sia Choi

Debora Priscilla Corroyer

Kyuwon Kim

Garison Patrick Lang

1 Family of Eagles
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Megan Navarre

Michael S. Polvay

Sarah Kotoe Schneider

MASTER OF PHILOSOPHY IN 
INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS
Anna Pan

MASTER OF SCIENCE IN 
DEVELOPMENT MANAGEMENT
Yared Shifaw Belete

Johnnie Lee Fielder

Michael Fayamba Marah

Sara Mayne Miller

Layma Murtaza

Olimatou Sissoho

BACHELOR OF ARTS  
IN GLOBAL INTERNATIONAL 
RELATIONS
Ellie McCampbell 
summa cum laude

BACHELOR OF ARTS  
IN INTERNATIONAL STUDIES
Lexington Charles Allen 
magna cum laude
Vada Raeann Alshouse 

Annalisa Grace Arbogast

George Augustus Bachmann

Addie Marie Backer-Corthell

William L. Barlowe 
cum laude
Radhika Bhargava 
magna cum laude 
MacKenzie Burgoyne 
summa cum laude
Grace G. Byron

Natalia A. Cabrera 
summa cum laude
Scott P. Caponi

Sofia Mae Carrasco 
magna cum laude
Nolan L. Cazzari 
cum laude
Jack Thomas Chandler

Sofiya Madison Malay Cole 
magna cum laude 
American University Honors
Anthony L. Darin 
summa cum laude 
Cierra DePalmo

Pardis Dianatnejad 
cum laude
Felipe Dombkowski

Nolan Sheng Dooling 
cum laude
Naomi H. Fassil 
cum laude
Isabella Marie Fiano 
cum laude
Ella M. Forsyth 
Second Major in Dance 
cum laude
Brielle Franckowiak

Regina Franco-Valverde 
magna cum laude
Clara J. Garner

Lucas Decker Gendron

Catherine A. Grahl 
magna cum laude
Samuel Coburg Haendel 
magna cum laude
Ella Reese Hallberg 
cum laude
Brynlee Joselyn Hill

Caitlyn Holmstedt 
magna cum laude
Annette Cecilia Honey Hochstadt 
summa cum laude 
Global Scholar
Evan James Hull

Diya Jaisankar 
American University Honors
Leo David Jaques

Gabrielle Tyler-Rae Kelly

Lilla Yasmin Khan

Matthew Kowalski

Morissa Lee Lambert 
summa cum laude
Brianna Lynne LeBrun 
summa cum laude
Raphaela Levi 
magna cum laude
Francesca Magnarelli 
cum laude
Catherine Victoria Mason 
summa cum laude 
American University Honors
Isabella Rose McGovern

Jackson Christian Meisner 
cum laude
Vittoria Mignucci

Danae Olivia Minich 
summa cum laude 
American University Honors
Kendall Faith Moree

Sofia A. Nazeer

Keon Cameron Neghabat 
magna cum laude
Ethan S. Nelson 
summa cum laude 
Global Scholar
Kendall Elizabeth Nohmer 
cum laude
Eleanor K. Pearson

Isabel Joan Povey

Valentina M. Ramos 
cum laude
Timothy Luke Refolo 
cum laude
Clare Patricia Reilly 
summa cum laude
Jackson Donald Rhodes

Michael Thomas Rodigou

Julia Raina Rothman 
magna cum laude 
Community-Based Research Scholar
Jeremy Francis Schaefer 
summa cum laude
Isabella Serra

Quentin Callaway Stalker-Reece

Celil T. Teber

Frederick D. Vanderpoel

Isaiah Agustin Weiner 
cum laude
Carlton Michael Wheeler

Tess Elizabeth Williams

Ryan Charles York 
cum laude
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School of Education
Degrees Awarded, August 2025

DOCTOR OF EDUCATION  
IN EDUCATION POLICY  
AND LEADERSHIP
Kyrissa Anee Denson
Teaching the 68 Percent: Interrupting 
Misconceptions of the Abilities of  
Students Reading Below Proficiency  
Level in Fourth Grade
Christiona M. Hawkins
Let Her Work Speak for Itself: Cultivating 
Critical Writing Pedagogies for Black Girls 
and the Women Who Teach Them

MASTER OF ARTS  
IN TEACHING
Eljoenai Adrien

Aunya D. Brown

JaNae Andrea Fleming

Cheyenne Nicole Henry

Sarah C. Hutcheson

Kate Hampton Moffett

Elizabeth R. Municchi

Emma Claire Perry

Daniel Ezekiel Somwaru

Mary Adeline Stiers

Hanna Elizabeth Tibbetts

Zack Tolson

MASTER OF EDUCATION  
IN EDUCATION POLICY  
AND LEADERSHIP
Brittney M. Boland

Patrick Joseph Burke

Reginal Douyon

Emily Mackin Fucello

Katherine Lowe Knowles

Nettie Rose Leepson

Adriana Maria Miralles-Barboza

Jennifer S. Rifkin

Brandon Lamarr Smith

BACHELOR OF ARTS IN 
ELEMENTARY EDUCATION
Margaret Rose McTigue

Ellen Murray-LeRoy

Kennedi Nicole Rush

Victoria Corinn Lemon Schroeder 
summa cum laude

Degree Candidates, December 2025

DOCTOR OF EDUCATION  
IN EDUCATION POLICY  
AND LEADERSHIP
Lisa Marie Clarke
Disorienting Whiteness: A Case Study on  
the Impact and Limitations of an Anti-
White-Supremacy Learning Space for  
White Folx
Dwan A. Jordon
Mentorship and Belonging as Drivers 
of Retention: An Improvement Science 
Approach to Supporting Black Male 
Educators in Specialized School Settings
Shannon MacKenzie Kuiper
Belonging by Design: Building Equity-
Driven Leadership in Independent Schools
Peter Jordan Locher
Stairs, Not Elevators: The Long Arc of 
Collective Empowerment—Consistency,  
Care, and Courage Across Generations
Noëlle Angélique Taylor
Lifelines: An Exploration of the Captive 
Maternal in Racialized Organizations 
through Poetic Inquiry

MASTER OF ARTS IN 
INTERNATIONAL TRAINING 
AND EDUCATION
Rose Giblin-Vance

MASTER OF ARTS  
IN TEACHING
Ayesha T. Arthur

Christina Maria Bell

Benjamin D. Blackwood

Fabiola Roman Bradlee

Cedriana Brinae Brokenberry

Lauren Elizabeth Brooks

Avery R. Carter

Charles J. Dixon

Ja'nell D. Friday

Rachel Gitlin

Alexander R. Grossman

Drenary LaTishia Gwynn

Stephen Donald Harlan

Mary Harris

MyJae L.A.J. Harris

Makiya Alexis Denise James

Adam N. Levenson

Tess P. McCaffrey

Cinthia I. Suchorski

Chantel K. Thompson

Juilenne A. Townsend Sanders

David Adrian Walters

Danielle Elise Werkmeister

Dejanae Christine Wright

Christina Farrell Yee

MASTER OF EDUCATION  
IN EDUCATION POLICY  
AND LEADERSHIP
Brooke Battle

Monet M. Davis

Hannah Lehr Gehl

Michelle Elorm Afi Grey-Theriot

Claudi Kalonji

Mikayla Christine McCall

Jackson Tegbe Sarwee Seton

Kai Dalila Sinclair
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School of Communication
Degrees Awarded, August 2025

DOCTOR OF PHILOSOPHY  
IN COMMUNICATION
Kimberly Anastácio
Sustainability Matters: Environmental 
Action in ICT Standard Development 
Organizations
Asvatha Babu
Guilty Faces: Localizing Surveillance 
Through the Cultural Construction of  
Facial Recognition
Jing Cai
Negotiating Feminism from Within: 
Mediated Agency and Digital Discourse  
in China’s Women’s Federation

MASTER OF ARTS  
IN COMMUNICATION: 
JOURNALISM AND  
PUBLIC AFFAIRS
Grace Katherine Apostol

Hannah Fuller Campbell

Lillian Juarez

Maria Leigh Lawson

Zaid Mastou

Dana Ann Munro

Temitayo O. Ojewunmi-Ojo

Ella Robinson

MASTER OF ARTS IN  
MEDIA, TECHNOLOGY,  
AND DEMOCRACY
Thomas W. Durham

Mehri Haghani

Gabriel Raphael Ponniah

MASTER OF ARTS IN  
STRATEGIC COMMUNICATION
Christina E. Alemayehu

Esperonto Lavin Bean

Margaux Blythe Binder

Poll A. Bravo

Brandon M. Bush

Ariana Lillian Amaya Daly

Jeannine Harvey

Kalen T. Murphy

Fatima Sharleen Palad

Bryn Underwood

Francine Worsoff

MASTER OF FINE ARTS  
IN FILM AND MEDIA ARTS
Marlene Johanna Cox

Sarah Grantham King

Becky Lake

BACHELOR OF ARTS  
IN COMMUNICATION:  
FILM AND MEDIA ARTS
Benjamin Gordon

Brandon F. Huling

BACHELOR OF ARTS 
IN COMMUNICATION: 
JOURNALISM
Matthew P. Romano 
Second Major in Political Science
John Michael Stewart

Federica Turina Dellamaggiore

BACHELOR OF ARTS IN 
COMMUNICATION STUDIES
Arisa Alaei-Afnan

Rosa María Bonarelli Zuleta

Claire M. Spina 
Second Major in Art History 
cum laude

BACHELOR OF ARTS IN 
FOREIGN LANGUAGE AND 
COMMUNICATION MEDIA
Solange N. Johnson

Chelsea Perry 
cum laude

BACHELOR OF ARTS  
IN PUBLIC RELATIONS & 
STRATEGIC COMMUNICATION
Liv Ashlyn Ferguson

Amerie C. Galvin
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Degree Candidates, December 2025

MASTER OF ARTS IN 
COMMUNICATION: FILM  
AND MEDIA PRODUCTION
Audrey E. Butler

Eleshia Shantrel Simms-Harris

Jonathon C. Woolford-Hunt

MASTER OF ARTS  
IN COMMUNICATION:  
FILM AND VIDEO
Christopher John Gilbert

MASTER OF ARTS IN 
COMMUNICATION:  
MEDIA, TECHNOLOGY,  
AND DEMOCRACY
Eric Schoenborn

MASTER OF ARTS IN 
STRATEGIC COMMUNICATION
Darryle Keneus Aldridge

Melissa Crotty Robinson

Monica D. Day

Gillett L. Salinas Pionkowski

Malik Woods

MASTER OF FINE ARTS  
IN FILM AND MEDIA ARTS
Lindsey Michelle Aranson

Phillip Le’sean Bouknight

Kate Brooks

Charles Martin Connell

Erin Draxler

Elizabeth S. Green

Joshua Yehun Joe

Gregory Aaron Kramer

Tara L. Lambert

Mary R. Supernaw

Courtland Dianne Sutton

Brian Bradley Terrill

Xhep Xhepa 1

BACHELOR OF ARTS  
IN COMMUNICATION:  
FILM AND MEDIA ARTS
Leah Teresa Bordatto 
summa cum laude
Johanna R. Egan

Alec McIntosh

John William Osterndorf

BACHELOR OF ARTS 
IN COMMUNICATION: 
JOURNALISM
Sofia Isabella Borin 
cum laude
Tyler Davis

Grace Lynne Kirk 
cum laude
Ryan Arnold Lippe

Natalie Monga

Cruz A. Nix

Mia Lenora Norton

Alana Cheri Parker 
Second Major in Political Science 
cum laude
Richa Sharma 
summa cum laude
Kalie Patrice Walker 
magna cum laude
Jacquelyn A. Wells 
cum laude

BACHELOR OF ARTS  
IN COMMUNICATION, 
LANGUAGE, AND CULTURE
Jack Foxx 
summa cum laude
Manuela Gonzalez 
magna cum laude 

BACHELOR OF ARTS IN 
COMMUNICATION STUDIES
Scarlett Hope Ames 
cum laude
Jordana Shaina Binday

Jiayi Su

BACHELOR OF ARTS IN 
FOREIGN LANGUAGE AND 
COMMUNICATION MEDIA
Calla Christine Way

BACHELOR OF ARTS IN 
PUBLIC RELATIONS & 
STRATEGIC COMMUNICATION
Anna Holland Addison 
summa cum laude
Christopher U. Bastida

Thea Eva Simone Duc 
magna cum laude
Kaitlyn E. Fallon 
cum laude
Jonah Fogel

Alexander H. Lane

Yuri Na

Tim Schliemann

Kendall M. Spink 
cum laude
Benjamin Irving Zuckerman

1 Family of Eagles
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American University does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, religion, national origin, sex, including sexual orientation, gender 
identity or expression, sex characteristics, sex stereotypes and pregnancy or related conditions, age, marital status, genetic information, 
personal appearance, matriculation, family responsibilities, political affiliation, disability, familial status, source of income, place of 
residence or business, veteran status, or any other protected basis and prohibits discrimination in any program or activity that it 
operates, as required by federal or local laws and their implementing regulations and university policies, including in employment and 
admission. Inquiries about Title IX and American University’s nondiscrimination policies may be referred to the university’s assistant 
vice president for equity and Title IX coordinator, US Department of Education’s Office for Civil Rights, or both. The assistant vice 
president for equity and Title IX coordinator may be contacted at Equity and Title IX, 3201 New Mexico Avenue NW, Washington, DC 
20016, equityoffice@american.edu, or 202-885-8080. American University’s nondiscrimination policies and grievance procedures can be 
located at the university’s policy webpage (https://www.american.edu/policies/index.cfm) or the Equity and Title IX webpage (https://
www.american.edu/equity-titleix/). To report or make a complaint of discrimination, including sex discrimination, please use the online 
reporting form located at https://www.american.edu/equity-titleix/. UP26-110

Visit the website for a digital 
program and more information 
about commencement.

Main campus graduate,  
complete this survey to  
share what’s next for you.
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