
For internal, informational purposes only. Any reproduction is forbidden and prohibited by copyright law. 

 

AU Newsmakers 
May 30 – June 6, 2014 

Prepared by University Communications 
 For prior weeks, go to http://www.american.edu/media/inthemedia.cfm 

 

Top Story 

EPA Proposes Cutting Carbon Dioxide Emissions From Coal Plants 30% by 2030 
Daniel Fiorino, director of the Center for Environmental Policy spoke to 
Washington Post and also appeared on Agence France Presse TV and BBC 
America to discuss the Environmental Protection Agency’s proposed plan to 
cut carbon emissions through allowing states to pursue various methods to 
achieve the goal. Environmental science assistant professor Karen Knee also 
talked about the EPA’s proposal with SustainableBrands.com. (6/2, 6/3, 6/6)  
 

 

Additional Features 
Campus IT Links In  

Kamalika Sandell, associate chief information officer, spoke to University 
Business about redefining project management. Sandell explained that the 
best way to get projects on the right track to reduce redundancy and waste is 
through collaboration.  

 
 

Op-Eds/AU Authors 
Obama's Swap for Bergdahl: A presidential power play?  

Government professor Chris Edelson in an op-ed for the 
Los Angeles Times argued President Obama exceeded 
his presidential authority in releasing Guantanamo 

detainees without giving Congress the legally required notice. Edelson said the trend of U.S. presidents 
affixing signing statements to legislation is undermining Congress’s authority. (6/6)  
 

Brown University Allows Rapist Back on Campus, Faces Federal Complaint 
For USA Today College, AU rising junior Thomas House wrote about the federal 
complaint filed against Brown University for allegedly violating the Clery Act and Title IX 
by allowing a student found guilty of rape by the university disciplinary panel to return to 
campus after a one year suspension rather than expelling the student. (6/2) 

 

The GOP's Racial DNA 
In an op-ed for TheHill.com, communication professor 
Leonard Steinhorn argued Democratic Senator Jay 
Rockefeller’s accusations that the Republican Party’s 
opposition towards President Obama and his administration’s 

programs are driven by racially coded attitudes and politics dating back decades. (6/4) 
 

Classroom Into Newsroom: 9 Steps to a Multimedia Class Project 
For Mediashift, Amy Eisman, director of the Media 
Entrepreneurship and Interactive Journalism program, 
shared the nine steps to transform a classroom into a 
working newsroom as she’s done for the last six years in 

her writing and editing for convergent media course. (6/2) 
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Expertise 

BMW Apprenticeship Program Trains Workers to Rise Through the Ranks 
Economics professor Robert Lerman appeared on PBS NewsHour to explain the benefits 
and success of BMW’s apprentice program and the ‘Apprenticeship South Carolina’ 
program, which tailors the state technical college curriculum to manufacturing employer 
needs, which ultimately provide good jobs to young people.  (6/4) 

 

Mr. Peanut Finds New Home at Smithsonian 
For TheWeekender.com, history professor and curator at the 
Smithsonian Kathleen Franz, discussed the preservation of the 
original sketches of the iconic Planters’ Mr. Peanut logo donated to 
the Smithsonian Institute’s Museum of American History. (6/4) 

 

Off the Tenure Track and at the Helm: Adjuncts Now Lead Some Faculty Senates 
Literature professor Glenn W. Moomau spoke to the 
Chronicle of Higher Education about AU’s Faculty 
Senate where both tenured and non-tenure track faculty 

collaborate to address faculty concerns. The article also noted non-tenure-track faculty member Lacey 
Wootton will lead AU’s Faculty Senate. (6/2) 
 

Innovation is Focus of Hampton Digital Media Center 
In a piece about the launch of Hampton University’s Center for Digital 
Media Innovation launch, Jan Schaffer, executive director of the J-Lab, 
talked to Diverse Issues in Higher Education magazine about how 
schools are evaluating success of new media academic programs in terms 

of enrollment and quality of teaching rather than student outcomes because the programs are so new. (6/4) 
 

In Europe, Obama Gets Second Chance to Explain His Russia Policy 
In interviews with Reuters, Agence France Presse, USA Today and 
Washington Times, James Goldgeier, dean of the School of 
International Service, discussed how President Obama’s European 
trip is filled with symbolism from reinforcing NATO commitments, 

attending the G-7 without Russia, and commemorating D-Day’s anniversary. Goldgeier also discussed 
the role foreign travel plays in a U.S. president’s second term. (6/1, 6/3, 6/4) 

 
NASA to Test Giant Mars Parachute on Earth 

Public affairs professor Howard McCurdy talked to Associated 
Press about the technology challenges for a human Mars mission 
as NASA prepares to test launch a vehicle to land on Mars. More 
than 280 outlets republished this article, including Christian 

Science Monitor, Fresno Bee, and San Francisco Chronicle. (6/1) 
 

#RedskinsPride Backfires on Twitter 
Communication professor Scott Talan appeared on WUSA9-TV predicting the 
Washington Redskins will change their name after a Washington Redskins’ 
Twitter strategy backfired. The Redskins organization had hoped its fans 
would use #RedskinsPride to communicate their support of the name to 
Senate Majority Leader Harry Reid, but name change proponents took over 
the hashtag. (5/30) 
 

 

White House Faces Growing Fury in Congress Over Bowe Bergdahl Deal  
Anthony Wanis-St. John, director of the International Peace and Conflict 
Resolution program talked to Los Angeles Times and Sinclair Broadcasting 
about the controversy surrounding the Obama administration’s release of 
Taliban Guantanamo detainees in exchange for American Bowe Bergdahl. 
With Wall Street Journal, law professor Stephen Vladeck discussed whether 
President Obama exceeded his authority in the exchange. (6/2, 6/4) 
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