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Do You Believe that Barack Obama was 

Born in the United States of America?
• Yes: 55%

• No: 27%

• Not Sure: 19%



Do you think that people in the federal 

government either assisted in the 9/11 

attacks or took no action to stop the 

attacks because they wanted to United 

States to go to war in the Middle East? 
• Yes: 18%

• No: 64%

• Not Sure: 18%



Yes No Not Sure

Do you believe that Barack Obama was born in the United 

States of America? [reversed item] 61% 18% 20%

Do you think Barack Obama is a Muslim or not? 25% 49% 25%

Do you think that people in the federal government, such as 

George Bush and Dick Cheney, either assisted in the 9/11 

attacks or took no action to stop the attacks because they 

wanted the United States to go to war in the Middle East?

21% 56% 23%

Do you think that the United States government provides 

illegal immigrants with special benefits, such as houses, 

cars, or tax breaks?

44% 39% 17%

Do you think that Republicans stole the 2004 presidential 

election through voter fraud in Ohio? 16% 39% 45%

There’s been talk of what some people call a “deep state,” 

meaning military, intelligence and government officials 

who try to secretly manipulate government 4 policy. Do you 

think there is such a thing as a deep state in this country, or 

is it just a conspiracy theory?

41% 24% 35%

Do you believe that 3-5 million non-citizens voted in the 

2016 presidential election through widespread voter fraud, 

or not?

27% 38% 35%

Do you believe that Russia tampered with vote tallies to 

help Donald Trump?
37% 38% 25%

Do you believe that a spacecraft from another planet 

crashed in Roswell, New Mexico in 1947? 21% 37% 42%



Two central questions:
• How is it that reasonable people can 

come to believe bizarre stories about 

our political system and the politicians 

who run it?

• How can we correct false information?



Short answer: Yes

Not simply “cheap talk”

A variety of experiments come to a 

common conclusion
• The vast majority of people who endorse these 

rumors believe them
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 Rumors find their greatest support 

among those citizens who are both 

conspiratorially inclined and have strong 

partisan attachments. 

The marriage of these two factors – the 

disposition and the motivation – together 

should increase susceptibility to rumors. 
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RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN POLITICAL INFORMATION AND RUMOR REJECTION BY RUMOR CONTENT, 

JULY 2010 YOUGOV STUDY
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