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Email:  kahler [at] american.edu 
   
 
EDUCATION 
 
Ph.D., Department of Government, Harvard University 
 
B.Phil. (M.Phil.), Nuffield College, Oxford University 
 
A.B., summa cum laude, Harvard University 
 
 
ACADEMIC POSITIONS 
 
2014-  Distinguished Professor 
  School of International Service 
  American University 
 
2009-2014 Distinguished Professor of Political Science and International Relations 
  University of California, San Diego 
  
1996-2014 Rohr Professor of Pacific International Relations 
  School of International Relations and Pacific Studies 
  University of California, San Diego 
 
1986-96 Professor, School of International Relations and Pacific Studies, 
  University of California, San Diego 
 
1982-86 Associate Professor of Political Science, Yale University 
 
1977-82 Assistant Professor of Public and International Affairs, 
  Woodrow Wilson School, Princeton University 
 
1988  Visiting Lecturer, Institute of International Relations 
  Beijing University 
 
1980-81 Visiting Lecturer, Department of International Politics, 
1984,1985 Fudan University, Shanghai 
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ADMINISTRATIVE POSITIONS 
 
2008-10 Associate Dean, School of International Relations and Pacific Studies 
 University of California, San Diego 
 
2001-05 Interim Director and Founding Director, Institute for International, Comparative, and Area 

Studies (IICAS), University of California, San Diego 
 
1997-98 Interim Dean, Graduate School of International Relations and Pacific Studies 
  University of California, San Diego 
 
1993  Acting Dean, Graduate School of International Relations and Pacific Studies 
  University of California, San Diego 
 
1983-84 Special Assistant to the United States Executive Director,  
 International Monetary Fund 
 
RESEARCH AND EDITORIAL POSITIONS 
 
2014-  Senior Fellow for Global Governance, Council on Foreign Relations 
 
2019-  Member, Responsible Engagement Board, Sié Center for International Security and  
  Diplomacy, Korbel School of International Studies, University of Denver 
 
2018-  Distinguished Fellow, Munk School of Global Affairs and Public Policy,  
  University of Toronto 
 
2017- Associate Editor, International Theory 
  Cambridge Elements Series in International Relations 
 
2016  Visiting Fellow, School of Government, University of Melbourne 
 
1990-2020 Member, Editorial Board, International Organization  
  [one year breaks 1996, 2003, 2010, 2017] 
 
2013-18 Member, Editorial Board, Global Governance 
 
2004-11   Member, Jury, Arthur Ross Book Award, Council on Foreign Relations 
 
2000-01 Visiting Fellow, Institute for International Economics 
 
2000-01 Research Director, Institute on Global Conflict and Cooperation 
  University of California 
 
1994-96 Senior Fellow for International Political Economy, Council on Foreign Relations 
 
1993-2004 Member, Executive Committee, Program for International Studies in Asia 
 
1992-93 Member, Committee on International Relations Studies with the People’s Republic of  
  China 
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1990-96 Member, Editorial Board, World Politics 
 
 
AWARDS AND FELLOWSHIPS 
 
2019  Outstanding SIS Faculty Mentor Award 
 
2012-13 Fellow, Woodrow Wilson International Center for Scholars, Washington, D. C.  
 
2007-08 Fellow, Center for Advanced Study in the Behavioral Sciences, Stanford University 
 
2006 Distinguished Visiting Scholar, Department of Diplomacy, National Chengchi University, 

Taipei 
 
2001  Scholar-in-Residence, Rockefeller Foundation Conference and Study Center,  
  Bellagio, Italy 
 
1994  Masayoshi Ohira Memorial Prize (for Regionalism and Rivalry) 
 
1985-88 Rockefeller Foundation International Relations Fellowship 
 
1983-84 Council on Foreign Relations/NEH International Affairs Fellowship 
 
1972-75 National Science Foundation Graduate Fellowship 
 
1971-72 Knox Fellowship, Harvard University 
 
1971  Philo Sherman Bennett Prize, Harvard University 
 
 
SELECTED PUBLICATIONS 
 
BOOKS AND MONOGRAPHS 
 
Co-editor (with Andrew MacIntyre), Integrating Regions:  Asia in Comparative Context (Stanford: Stanford 

University Press, 2013) 
 
Co-editor (with David Lake), Politics in the New Hard Times:  The Great Recession in Comparative Perspective 

(Ithaca:  Cornell University Press, 2013) 
 
Principal Consultant, Institutions for Regional Integration:  Toward An Asian Economic Community (Manila:  

Asian Development Bank, 2011) 
 
Editor, Networked Politics:  Agency, Power, and Governance (Cornell University Press, 2009) 
 
Co-editor (with Barbara Walter), Territoriality and Conflict in an Era of Globalization (Cambridge University 

Press, 2006) 
 
Co-editor (with David A. Lake), Governance in a Global Economy:  Political Authority in Transition (Princeton:  

Princeton University Press, 2003) 
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Leadership Selection in the Major Multilaterals (Washington, D. C.:  Institute for International Economics, 
2001) 

 
Co-editor (with Judith Goldstein, Robert O. Keohane, and Anne-Marie Slaughter), Legalization and World 

Politics (Cambridge:  MIT Press, 2001) 
 
Editor, Capital Flows and Financial Crises (Ithaca, NY:  Cornell University Press, 1998) 
 
International Institutions and The Political Economy of Integration (Washington, D. C.:  The Brookings 

Institution, 1995) 
 
Co-editor (with Jeffrey Frankel), Regionalism and Rivalry:  Japan and the U.S. in Pacific Asia (Chicago:  

University of Chicago Press, 1993). 
 
Editor, The Politics of International Debt  (Ithaca:  Cornell University Press, 1986) 
 
Decolonization in Britain and France:  The Domestic Consequences of International Relations (Princeton:  

Princeton University Press, 1984) 
 
 
REFEREED ARTICLES AND BOOK CHAPTERS 
 
“From Complex Interdependence to Complex Governance,” in Thomas Biersteker, Kenneth Abbott, and 

Oliver Westerwinter, eds., Informal Governance in World Politics. (Cambridge: Cambridge University 
Press. forthcoming). 

 
"The Bretton Woods Moment: Hierarchies, Networks, and Markets in the Long 20th Century," in Michael 

Barnett, Jon Pevehouse, and Kal Raustiala, eds., Global Governance in a World of Change (Cambridge: 
Cambridge University Press, forthcoming).   

 
"Cosmopolitans and Parochials: Economy, Culture, and Political Context," In JP Singh, ed., Cultural Values 

and Political Economy. (Stanford: Stanford University Press, 2020).  
 
"Emerging Powers and Leadership Norms," Fudan Journal of the Humanities and Social Sciences, 13 (1), pp. 

7-27  (https://doi.org/10.1007/s40647-019-00272-4).  
 
“Global Governance:  Three Futures,” International Studies Review, 20, 2 (June 2018), pp. 239-246. 
 
“Domestic Sources of Transnational Climate Governance,” International Interactions, 43, 1 (2017), pp. 156-

174. 
 
“Complex Governance and the New Interdependence Approach (NIA),” Review of International Political 

Economy, 23, 5 (2016), pp. 825-839. [DOI:10.1080/09692290.2016.1251481] 
 
“The Global Economic Multilaterals: Will Eighty Years Be Enough?” Global Governance, 22, 1 (February 

2016), pp. 1-9. 
 
“Who Is Liberal Now? Rising Powers and Global Norms,” In Amitav Acharya, editor, Why Govern: Rethinking 

Demand, Purpose and Progress in Global Governance (Cambridge:  Cambridge University Press, 2016), 
pp. 55-73. 

 
“Regional Institutions in an Era of Crisis and Globalization,” in Miles Kahler and Andrew MacIntyre, editors, 

Integrating Regions:  Asia in Comparative Context (Stanford:  Stanford University Press, 2013), pp. 3-27. 
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“Rising Powers and Global Governance: Negotiating Change in a Resilient Status Quo,” International Affairs, 
89, 3 (May 2013), pp. 711-729. 

 
“Economic Crisis and Global Governance:  The Stability of a Globalized World,” in Miles Kahler and David A. 

Lake, editors, Politics in the New Hard Times:  The Great Recession in Comparative Perspective, (Ithaca: 
Cornell University Press, 2013), pp. 27-51. 

 
“Anatomy of a Crisis:  The Great Recession and Political Change,” (with David A. Lake) in Miles Kahler and 

David A. Lake, editors, Politics in the New Hard Times:  The Great Recession in Comparative Perspective, 
(Ithaca:  Cornell University Press, 2013), pp. 1-24. 

 
“Regional Economic Institutions and East Asian Security,” in Avery Goldstein and Edward D. Mansfield, 

editors, The Nexus of Economics, Security, and International Relations in East Asia, (Stanford: Stanford 
University Press, 2012), pp. 66-95. 

 
“Legitimacy, Humanitarian Intervention, and International Institutions,” Politics, Philosophy, and Economics, 

10, 1 (February 2011), pp. 20-45. 
 
“Asia and the Reform of Global Governance,” Asian Economic Policy Review, 5, 2 (December 2010), pp. 178-

193. 
 
“Network Analysis for International Relations,” (with Emilie Hafner-Burton and Alexander Montgomery) 

International Organization, 63, 3 (Summer 2009), pp. 559-592. 
 
“Global Governance Redefined,” in Andrew C. Sobel, editor, The Challenges of Globalization (New York:  

Routledge, 2009), pp. 174-198. 
 
“Statebuilding After Afghanistan and Iraq,” in Roland Paris and Timothy D. Sisk, editors, The Dilemmas of 

Statebuilding:  Confronting the Contradictions of Postwar Peace Operations  (New York:  Routledge, 
2009), pp. 287-303. 

 
“Collective Action and Clandestine Networks:  The Case of Al Qaeda,” in Miles Kahler, editor, Networked 

Politics:  Agency, Power, and Governance (Ithaca, NY:  Cornell University Press, 2009), pp. 103-124. 
 
“Networked Politics:  Agency, Power, and Governance,” in Miles Kahler, editor, Networked Politics:  Agency, 

Power, and Governance (Ithaca, NY:  Cornell University Press, 2009), pp. 1-20. 
“Economic Integration and Global Governance:  Why So Little Supranationalism?”, (with David Lake), in 

Walter Mattli and Ngaire Woods, editors, Explaining Regulatory Change in the Global Economy 
(Princeton:  Princeton University Press, 2009), pp. 242-275. 

 
“Strategic Uses of Economic Interdependence:  Engagement Policies on the Korean Peninsula and Across the 

Taiwan Strait,”  (co-author, Scott Kastner), Journal of Peace Research, 43, 5 (September), 2006, pp. 523-
541. 

 
“Internal Governance and IMF Performance,” in Edwin M. Truman, editor, Reforming the IMF for the 21st 

Century (Washington, D. C.:  Institute for International Economics, Special Report 19, April 2006), pp. 
257-277. 

 
“U.S. Politics and Transatlantic Relations: We Are All Europeans Now,” in David M. Andrews, editor, The 

Alliance Under Stress:  The Atlantic Partnership After Iraq (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 
2005), pp. 81-101. 
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Defining Accountability Up:  The Global Economic Multilaterals,” Government and Opposition, 39:2 (Spring 
2004), pp. 132-158. [Reprinted in David Held and Mathias Koenig-Archibugi, eds., Global Governance 
and Accountability (Malden, MA:  Blackwell, 2005, pp. 8-34) 

 
“Globalization and Changing Patterns of Political Authority,” (with David A. Lake) in Miles Kahler and David 

A. Lake, editors, Governance in a Global Economy:  Political Authority in Transition (Princeton:  Princeton 
University Press, 2003), pp. 412-438. 

 
“Globalization and Governance:  Definition, Variation, and Explanation” (with David A. Lake) in Miles Kahler 

and David A. Lake, editors, Governance in a Global Economy:  Political Authority in Transition (Princeton:  
Princeton University Press, 2003), pp. 1-30 

 
“The State of the State in World Politics,” in Ira Katznelson and Helen Milner, editors, Political Science:  The 

State of the Discipline (New York: W. W. Norton, 2002), pp. 56-83.  
 
“Bretton Woods and its Competitors:  The Political Economy of Institutional Choice” in David Andrews, 

Randall Henning, and Louis Pauly, editors, Organizing the World Economy (Cornell University Press, 
2002), pp. 38-59. 

 
“Legalization as Strategy:  The Asia-Pacific Case,” contribution to the special issue, Legalization and  

World Politics, International Organization, 54, 3 (Summer 2000), pp. 549-571.  [Reprinted in Judith 
Goldstein, Miles Kahler, Robert O. Keohane, and Anne-Marie Slaughter, editors, Legalization and World 
Politics (Cambridge, MA:  MIT Press, 2001), pp. 165-187.] 

 
"Conclusion:  The Causes and Consequences of Legalization," contribution to the special issue, Legalization 

and World Politics, International Organization, 54, 3 (Summer 2000), pp. 661-683.  [Reprinted in Judith 
Goldstein, Miles Kahler, Robert O. Keohane, and Anne-Marie Slaughter, editors, Legalization and World 
Politics (Cambridge, MA:  MIT Press, 2001), pp. 277-299.] 

 
"Rationality in International Relations," International Organization, 52, 4 (Autumn 1998), pp. 919-941.  

(Reprinted in Peter J. Katzenstein, Robert O. Keohane, and Stephen D. Krasner, eds., Exploration and 
Contestation in the Study of World Politics, [Cambridge:  MIT Press, 1999]), pp. 279-301). 

 
“Evolution, Choice, and International Change,” in David A. Lake and Robert Powell, editors, Strategic Choice 

and International Relations, (Princeton, NJ:  Princeton University Press, 1999), pp. 165-196. 
 
“Inventing International Relations:  International Relations Theory since 1945,” in Michael W. Doyle and G. 

John Ikenberry, editors, New Thinking in International Relations Theory, (Boulder, CO:  Westview Press, 
1997), pp. 20-53. 

 
“Trade and Domestic Differences” in Suzanne Berger and Ronald Dore, editors, National Diversity and Global 

Capitalism  (Ithaca, NY:  Cornell University Press, 1996), pp. 298-332. 
[Spanish version published as “Régimen comercial y diversidad nacional,” America Latina/Internacional, 1, 1 

(Primavera 1993), pp. 1-41.] 
 
“Institution-building in the Pacific,” in Andrew Mack and John Ravenhill, eds., Pacific Cooperation:  Building 

Economic and Security Regimes in the Asia-Pacific Region   (St. Leonards, NSW:  Allen & Unwin, 1994, 
published in the United States by Westview Press, Boulder, CO, 1995), pp. 16-39. 

 
"Multilateralism with Small and Large Numbers," International Organization , 46, 3 (Summer 1992), pp. 681-

708; also in John Gerard Ruggie, editor, Multilateralism Matters (New York:  Columbia University Press, 
1993), pp. 295-326. 
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"Bargaining with the IMF:  Two-Level Strategies and Developing Countries," in Peter Evans, Harold K. 
Jacobson, and Robert D. Putnam, editors, Double-Edged Diplomacy:  International Bargaining and 
Domestic Politics   (Berkeley:  University of California Press, 1993), pp. 363-394. 

 
“International Financial Institutions and the Politics of Adjustment” in Joan Nelson, editor, Fragile Coalitions:  

The Politics of Economic Adjustment, (Washington, D. C.:  Overseas Development Council, 1989), pp. 
139-159. 

 
"Orthodoxy and its Alternatives:  Explaining Approaches to Stabilization and Adjustment" in Joan Nelson, 

editor, The Politics of Economic Adjustment in Developing Nations, Princeton:  Princeton University 
Press, 1990), pp. 33-62. 

 
"Politics and International Debt:  Explaining the Crisis," International Organization 39 (Summer 1985), pp. 

357-382. [Reprinted in Miles Kahler, editor, The Politics of International Debt (Ithaca:  Cornell University 
Press, 1986), pp. 11-36.] 

 
"Political Regime and Economic Actors:  The Response of Firms to the End of Colonial Rule," World Politics 

33 (April 1981), pp. 383-412. 
 
 
POLICY REPORTS AND ARTICLES 
 
“Countering Illicit Financial Flows: Expanding Agenda, Fragmented Governance,” Global Governance to 

Combat Illicit Financial Flows: Measurement, Evaluation, Innovation, Council on Foreign Relations, 
October 2018. 

 
Co-editor and author (with Deborah Avant and Jason Pielemeier), “Innovations in Global Governance: Peace-

Building, Human Rights, Internet Governance and Cybersecurity, and Climate Change,” Council on 
Foreign Relations, September 2017. 

 
“Asia’s Trump Peril:  Reckoning with Economic Conflict,” Global Asia, 12, 4 (Winter 2017), pp. 26-31. 
 
“Regional Challenges to Global Governance,” Global Policy, 8, 1, pp. 97-100. [7 February 2017,  

[DOI: 10.1111/1758-5899.12392]. 
 
Editor, Global Order and the New Regionalism, Council on Foreign Relations Discussion Paper Series on 

Global and Regional Governance. 
 
“Global Economic Governance and Financial Order after the Second World War,” China Policy Review, 72 
(October 2015) [In Mandarin]. pp. 10-13. 

 
“Weak Ties Don’t Bind:  Asia Needs Stronger Structures to Build Lasting Peace,” Global Asia, 6, 2 (Summer 

2011), pp. 18-23. 

 
“Roundtable on the Causes and Consequences of the East Asian Financial Crisis,” (with Graciana del Castillo, 

Albert Fishlow, and Paolo Pesenti) in Arvid J. Lukauskas and Francisco L. Rivera-Batiz, editors, The 
Political Economy of the East Asian Crisis and its Aftermath (Northampton, MA:  Edward Elgar, 2001), pp. 
249-264. 

 
"A World of Blocs:  Facts and Factoids," World Policy Journal , 12, 1 (Spring 1995), pp. 19-27. 
 
"The United States and Western Europe:  The Diplomatic Consequences of Mr. Reagan," in Kenneth Oye, 

Robert Lieber, and Donald Rothchild, eds., Eagle Resurgent?:  The Reagan Era in American Foreign Policy 

https://www.cfr.org/report/global-governance-combat-illicit-financial-flows
https://www.cfr.org/report/global-governance-combat-illicit-financial-flows
https://www.cfr.org/report/innovations-global-governance
https://www.cfr.org/report/innovations-global-governance
http://www.globalpolicyjournal.com/articles/global-governance/regional-challenges-global-governance
http://www.cfr.org/global-governance/global-order-new-regionalism/p38348
http://weixin.niurenqushi.com/article/2015-10-08/3873541.html
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(Boston: Little, Brown, 1987), pp. 297-333.  [Revised version of contribution to Oye, Lieber, Rothchild, 
eds., Eagle Defiant, (Little Brown, 1983), pp. 273-309.] 

 
"Rumors of War:  The 1914 Analogy," Foreign Affairs, Volume 58, Number 2 (Winter 1979-1980), pp.374-

396. 
[Reprinted in Die Zeit (Hamburg, 25 April 1980) and in Chuo Koron (Tokyo, August 1980).] 
 
RECENT WORKING PAPERS 
 
"The Arc of Global Governance:  From Organization to Coalition," paper prepared for the Workshop on 

Institutional Complexity in Global Governance, European University Institute, Global Governance 
Programme, 16-17 December 2019. (Submitted for publication.) 

 
“Economics and Security Reconsidered,” paper presented at the workshop on Economics and Security 

Reconsidered, School of International Service, American University, 10-11 February 2017. 
 
“Building Global Influence on a Regional Base: Emerging Economies and their Strategies,” paper presented 

at the 56th Annual Convention of the International Studies Association, New Orleans, Louisiana, 18-21 
February 2015. 

 
“Rising Powers and Alternative Modes of Global Governance,” paper presented at the Annual Meeting of 

the American Political Science Association, Chicago IL, 29 August-1 September 2013.  [Edited version 
presented at the Sixth Regional Powers Network Conference, “Rising Powers and Contested Orders in 
the Multipolar System,” PUC-Rio, Rio de Janeiro, Brazil, 19-20 September 2013] 

 
“The Rise of Emerging Asia:  Regional Peace and Global Security.” Working Paper 13-4 (May 2013), 

Washington, D.C.:  Peterson Institute for International Economics. 
 
 
PROFESSIONAL MEMBERSHIPS 
 
Bretton Woods Committee 
 
Council on Foreign Relations 
 
International Studies Association 
 
American Political Science Association 
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