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American University Professor 2022- 

School of International Service Senior Associate Dean 2023- 
 Assistant Dean for Faculty Affairs 2022-2023 

 Associate Professor 2013-2022 
 Assistant Professor 2007-2013 

Department of Sociology Affiliate Professor 2010- 
 

EDUCATION 
PhD University of California, Berkeley • Sociology and Demography 2007 

MA University of California, Berkeley • Sociology 2003 

MA University of California, Berkeley • Demography 2002 

BA Swarthmore College • Sociology and Anthropology 1999 

 
BOOKS 

Robinson, Rachel Sullivan. 2017. Intimate Interventions in Global Health: Family Planning and HIV 
Prevention in Sub-Saharan Africa. New York: Cambridge University Press. 

• Reviewed in Foreign Affairs (Oct. 2017), Population and Development Review (Dec. 2017), 
Africa Today (Winter 2017), African Studies Quarterly (2018). 

PEER-REVIEWED JOURNAL ARTICLES 

* indicates current or former student. 

21. McKay, Tara, Rachel Sullivan Robinson, Nicole Angotti, and Serena Musungu.* “The Missing 
Millions: Uncovering the Burden of COVID-19 Cases and Deaths in the African Region.” 
Accepted. Population and Development Review. 

20. Rachel Sullivan Robinson, Jennifer Brass, Nichole Grossman,* and Andrew Shermeyer.* 
2024. “Reported Effects of Nongovernmental Organizations (NGOs) in Health and Education 
Service Provision: The Role of NGO–Government Relations and Other Factors.” Development 
Policy Review 42(1): e12737. https://doi.org/10.1111/dpr.12737 

19. Fox, Jonathan, Rachel Sullivan Robinson, and Naomi Hossain. 2023. “Pathways towards 
Power Shifts: State-Society Synergy.” World Development 172. 
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.worlddev.2023.106346 

18. Robinson, Rachel Sullivan and Tariah Adams. 2022. “Building Social Accountability to 
Improve Reproductive, Maternal, Newborn and Child Health in Nigeria.” International Journal for 
Equity in Health 21(Suppl 1):1-18. https://doi.org/10.1186/s12939-022-01643-2 

https://doi.org/10.1111/dpr.12737
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.worlddev.2023.106346
https://doi.org/10.1186/s12939-022-01643-2
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17. Schnable, Allison, Anthony DeMattee,* Rachel Sullivan Robinson, Jennifer N. Brass, and 
Wesley Longhofer. 2021. “The Multi-Method Comprehensive Review: Synthesis and Analysis 
when Scholarship is International, Interdisciplinary, and Immense.” Voluntas. 
https://doi.org/10.1007/s11266-021-00388-w 

16. Robinson, Rachel Sullivan, Michael ON Kunnuji, Yusra Shawar,* and Jeremy Shiffman. 2021. 
“School District-Level Choice of Sexuality Education Curriculum in Mississippi.” Sex Education 
22(2): 153-168. https://doi.org/10.1080/14681811.2021.1898361. 

15. Schnable, Allison, Anthony Demattee,* Rachel Sullivan Robinson, and Jennifer N. Brass. 
2021. “International Development Buzzwords: Understanding Their Use Among Donors, 
NGOs, and Academics.” The Journal of Development Studies 57(1): 26-44. 

14. Robinson, Rachel Sullivan and Hatem Zayed.* 2020. “Understanding the Capacity of 
Community-Based Groups to Mobilise and Engage in Social Action for Health: Results from 
Avahan.” Global Public Health:1-14. https://doi.org/10.1080/17441692.2020.1837912. 

13. Tennis, Katherine H.* and Rachel Sullivan Robinson. 2020. “Where Do Population Policies 
Come From? Copying in African Fertility and Refugee Policies.” Population Research and Policy 
Review. 39:175-205. 

12. Angotti, Nicole, Tara McKay, and Rachel Sullivan Robinson. 2019. “Lgbt Visibility and Anti-
Gay Backlash: Unintended Consequences of Responses to HIV/AIDS in Malawi and Senegal.” 
Sociology of Development 5(1):71-90. 

11. Brass, Jennifer N., Wesley Longhofer, Rachel S. Robinson, and Allison Schnable. 2018. 
“NGOs and international development: A review of thirty-five years of scholarship.” World 
Development 112:136-49. 

10. Jeremy Shiffman, Michael ON Kunnuji, Rachel Sullivan Robinson, and Yusra Shawar.* 2018. 
“International Norms and the Politics of Sexuality Education in Nigeria.” Globalization and Health 
14:63. 

9. Robinson, Rachel Sullivan, Michael ON Kunnuji, Yusra Shawar,* and Jeremy Shiffman. 2018. 
“Prioritizing Sexuality Education in Nigeria and Mississippi: The Importance of Local Actors, 
Political Opportunity, and Creative Strategy.” Global Public Health 13(12): 1807-1819. 

8. Kunnuji, Michael ON, Rachel Sullivan Robinson, Jeremy Shiffman, and Yusra Shawar.* 2017. 
“Variable implementation of Family Life and HIV Education across states in Nigeria: The Kano, 
Lagos and Niger examples.” Studies in Family Planning 48(4): 359-376. 

7. Robinson, Rachel Sullivan. 2016. “Population Policy Adoption in Sub-Saharan Africa: An 
Interplay of Global and Local Forces.” Population Horizons 13(1): 1-9. 

6. Robinson, Rachel Sullivan. 2015. “Population Policy in Sub-Saharan Africa: A Case of both 
Normative and Coercive Ties to the World Polity.” Population Research and Policy Review 34(2): 201-
221. 

5. Robinson, Rachel Sullivan, Ann Meier, Jenny Trinitapoli, and Joseph Svec.* 2014. “Integrating 
the Demographic and Health Surveys, IPUMS-I, and TerraPopulus to Explore Mortality and 
Health Outcomes at the District Level in Ghana, Malawi, and Tanzania.” African Population 
Studies 28(2): 917-26. 

4. Robinson, Rachel Sullivan. 2012. “Negotiating Development Prescriptions: The Case of 
Population Policy in Nigeria.” Population Research and Policy Review 31(2):267-96. 

https://doi.org/10.1007/s11266-021-00388-w
https://doi.org/10.1080/14681811.2021.1898361
https://doi.org/10.1080/17441692.2020.1837912
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• Best Article Award (Honorable Mention), ASA Sociology of Development Section, 2014 

3. Robinson, Rachel Sullivan. 2011. “From Population to HIV: The Organizational and Structural 
Determinants of HIV Outcomes in Sub-Saharan Africa.” Journal of the International AIDS Society  
14(Suppl 2): S6. 

2. Robinson, Rachel Sullivan, Karen L. Kramer, and Ronald D. Lee. 2008. “Counting Women’s 
Labour: A Reanalysis of Children’s Net Production Using Cain’s Data from a Bangladeshi 
Village.” Population Studies 62(1): 25-38. 

1. Sullivan, Rachel. 2005. “The Age Pattern of First-Birth Rates among US Women: The Bimodal 
1990s.” Demography 42(2): 259-73. 

 
EXTERNAL GRANTS 

• National Heart, Lung, and Blood Institute, R01HL165686, “Synergistic epidemics 
of non-communicable diseases, stigma, depression, and material insecurities among 
sexual and gender minorities living with HIV in Nigeria,” MPI with Man Charurat 
and Typhanye Dyer ($2,719,945) 

2022-27 

• MacArthur Foundation, “Implementation of Government-Led Accountability 
Programs in Nigeria,” co-PI with Jonathan Fox ($400,000) 

2022-24 

• Washington, DC Center for AIDS Research (via NIH P30AI117970), “Increasing 
Financial Security to Improve HIV Outcomes among MSM in Nigeria” ($50,000) 

2019-23 

• MacArthur Foundation, “Sandwich Strategies: Comparative Analysis of 
Institutional Change in the Global South,” co-PI with Jonathan Fox ($500,000) 

2018-22 

• MacArthur Foundation, “Managing the Politics of Adolescent Sexuality Education 
in Nigeria and Mississippi,” co-PI with Jeremy Shiffman ($300,000) 

2013-17 

• Council of American Overseas Research Centers ($9,000) 2009-10 

• National Science Foundation, Graduate Research Fellowship 2003-06 

• National Inst. for Child Health and Human Development, Grad. Training Grant 2001-03 

 

WORK IN PREPARATION 

* indicates current or former student 

Revise & Resubmit 

Robinson, Rachel Sullivan. “What Makes Countries Global Health Success Stories?” 

In Preparation 

Rachel Sullivan Robinson, Tara McKay, and Nicole Angotti. “Field Overlap and Social 
Movement Strategies in Repressive Contexts: Mobilizing for lgbt Rights and Health in Nigeria.”  

Robinson, Rachel Sullivan, Jonathan Fox, and Deji Olaore.  “Leveraging State-Society Synergy 
in Nigeria for Improved Service Delivery.” 

Robinson, Rachel Sullivan. “The Incidence and Prevalence of Nongovernmental 
Organizations (NGOs) in Sub-Saharan Africa: Towards a Sociology of NGOs.” 

Robinson, Rachel Sullivan. “The Residua of Health Programs in Sub-Saharan Africa.” 
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Robinson, Rachel Sullivan and Sara Lacy.* “Transnational Knowledge Transfers: An Analysis 
of Local NGO Participation at the 2012 International AIDS Conference.” 

Weinberger, Michelle, Emily Bartels-Bland*, Rutchilia Bleus*, Elisa Frost*, Rachel Matney*, 
Brittany Scalise*, Megan Tweed*, and Rachel Sullivan Robinson. “Validating the FP Goals 
Model for Assessing Family Planning Impacts.”  

OTHER CONTRIBUTIONS 

Peer-Reviewed 

Robinson, Rachel Sullivan. 2019. “Setting the Stage for Increased Accountability: The White 
Ribbon Alliance Nigeria Campaign to Improve Maternal, Newborn, and Child Health in 
Niger State.” Accountability Note #6. Washington, DC: Accountability Research Center. 

Schaaf, Marta, Jonathan Fox, Stephanie M. Topp, Caitlin Warthin, Lynn P. Freedman, Rachel 
Sullivan Robinson, Sundararaman Thiagarajan, Kerry Scott, Thoko Maboe, Margareth 
Zanchetta, Ana Lorena Ruano, Maryse Kok, and Svea Closser. 2018. “Community health 
workers and accountability: reflections from an international ‘think-in’.” International Journal 
for Equity in Health 17(1):66. 

Book Chapters 

Robinson, Rachel Sullivan. 2022. “Linkages between Family Planning and HIV/AIDS 
Programs.” Ch. 20 in International Handbook of Population Policies, edited by John F. May and 
Jack A. Goldstone. Cham, Switzerland: Springer Nature. 

Robinson, Rachel Sullivan. 2009. “The Positive Impact of Population Policy on Human 
Rights in Africa.” Pp. 157-171 in Between Life and Death – Governing Populations in the Era of 
Human Rights, edited by Sabine Berking and Magdalena Zolkos. Frankfurt: Peter Lang. 

Book Reviews 

Robinson, Rachel Sullivan. 2020. Review of Politicizing Sex in Contemporary Africa: Homophobia in 
Malawi (by Ashley Currier). American Journal of Sociology 125(6): 1680-82. 

Robinson, Rachel Sullivan. 2014. Review of Population Policy and Reproduction in Singapore: 
Making Future Citizens (by Shirley Hsiao-Li Sun). Contemporary Sociology: A Journal of Reviews 
43(1):121-22. 

Robinson, Rachel Sullivan. 2013. Review of The World Health Organization between North and 
South (by Nitsan Chorev). International Journal of Comparative Sociology 54(5-6):492-94. 

Robinson, Rachel Sullivan. 2012. Review of Governing the Poor: Exercises of Poverty Reduction, 
Practices of Global Aid (by Suzan Ilcan & Anita Lacey). Contemporary Sociology: A Journal of 
Reviews 41(2):217-18. 

 
MEDIA, BLOG POSTS & INVITED CONTRIBUTIONS 

Interviews 

“What Do You Need to Know about the Overturning of Roe v. Wade?” 
https://www.american.edu/sis/news/20220629-what-do-you-need-to-know-about-the-
overturning-of-roe-v-wade.cfm, 6/29/22 

https://www.american.edu/sis/news/20220629-what-do-you-need-to-know-about-the-overturning-of-roe-v-wade.cfm
https://www.american.edu/sis/news/20220629-what-do-you-need-to-know-about-the-overturning-of-roe-v-wade.cfm
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“SIS Breaks It Down: Rescinding the Global Gag Rule.” 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=q7zrXHXgiiI, 2/1/21. 

“Coronavirus: The Numbers Behind the Inequities.” 
https://www.american.edu/sis/news/20200804-coronavirus-the-numbers-behind-the-
inequities.cfm, 8/4/20. 

“Sex Ed Politics and Policy.” Big World Podcast Episode #7, 
https://www.american.edu/sis/big-world/7-sex-ed-politics-and-policy.cfm, 2/1/19. 

The Briefing, Sirius XM (interview), 5/6/17 

Central Time, Wisconsin Public Radio (interview), 2/6/17 

Blog Posts 

“A few NGOs are getting a lot of bad press. What’s the overall track record?” 
www.washingtonpost.com/news/monkey-cage, 12/4/18 (w. Jennifer N. Brass and Allison 
Schnable) 

“NGOs And International Development: What Have We Learned, How Did We Learn It, And 
Where Should NGO Research Go Next?” https://histphil.org/, 10/17/18 (w. Jennifer N. Brass 
and Allison Schnable) 

“Making Interdisciplinary Population Health Science Happen.” www.iaphs.org/iaphs-blog/, 
8/13/18 

“Sex education lessons from Mississippi and Nigeria.” www.theconversation.com, 7/24/18 

“Here’s why the world should fund family planning.” www.devex.com, 7/10/17 

“Will Trump’s global family planning cuts cause side effects?” www.theconversation.com, 
4/17/17 

Invited Contributions 

“USAID Fight For Reproductive Rights Should Focus On Contraception.” Conscience 32(2): 4-5 
(2011) 

“The United Nations Population Fund in Context: An Institutional History.” Center for Global 
Development, Washington, DC. http://www.cgdev.org/doc/UNFPA-in-Context.pdf (2010). 

 

AWARDS & INTERNAL GRANTS 
 

Awards 
• Poster Award, Population Association of America 2022 
• F. Gunther Eyck Award for Dedication to Teaching and Students, SIS, American 

University ($2,500) 
2021 

• Academic Achievement Award for Outstanding Mentorship of Student Research, 
American University 

2021 

• Award for Excellence in Mentoring of PhD Students, SIS, American University 2020 
• Distinguished Service Award, SIS, American University 2019 
• Outstanding Faculty Mentor Award, SIS, American University 2018 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=q7zrXHXgiiI
https://www.american.edu/sis/news/20200804-coronavirus-the-numbers-behind-the-inequities.cfm
https://www.american.edu/sis/news/20200804-coronavirus-the-numbers-behind-the-inequities.cfm
https://www.american.edu/sis/big-world/7-sex-ed-politics-and-policy.cfm
http://www.washingtonpost.com/news/monkey-cage
https://histphil.org/
http://www.iaphs.org/iaphs-blog/
http://www.theconversation.com/
http://www.devex.com/
http://www.theconversation.com/
http://www.cgdev.org/doc/UNFPA-in-Context.pdf
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• Best Article Award (Honorable Mention), ASA Sociology of Development 
Section, “Negotiating Development Prescriptions: The Case of Population Policy 
in Nigeria.” Population Research and Policy Review 31(2):267-96. 

2014 

• F. Gunther Eyck Award for Dedication to Teaching and Students, SIS, American 
University ($2,500) 

2013 

• Poster Award, Population Association of America 2009 
• Poster Award, Population Association of America 2008 
• Finalist, Robert Wood Johnson Scholars in Health Policy Research Program 2007 
• Outstanding Graduate Student Instructor Award, UC Berkeley 2004 

 
Internal Grants 

• Center for Health, Risk and Society Research Fellow, American University 2019 
• Dean’s Summer Research Award, SIS, American University ($4,100) 2017 
• Dean’s Summer Research Award, SIS, American University ($7,952) 2012 
• Faculty Research Award, American University ($9,003) 2010-11 
• Faculty Research Award, American University ($10,000) 2009-10 
• Curriculum Development Award, w. Susan Shepler, American University ($2,455) 2009-10 
• Faculty Research Award, American University ($8,115) 2008-09 
• Dean’s Normative Time Fellowship, UC Berkeley 2006-07 
• Institute for Business and Economic Research, UC Berkeley, Mini-Grant ($1,000) 2006 
• Rocca Scholarship in Advanced African Studies, UC Berkeley ($4,510) 2005-06 
• Worth Scholarship for Academic Excellence, Swarthmore College 1995-99 

 
INVITED PRESENTATIONS 

2024 
• World Bank Brown Bag Lunch. “Pathways towards Power Shifts.” 

2023 
• USAID, Democracy, Human Rights and Governance Evidence and Learning Talk. “Lessons for 

Donors from ‘Sandwich Strategy’ Reforms.” 
2022 

• Texas A&M University, Department of Sociology. “What Makes Countries Global Health 
Success Stories?” 

2020 
• University of Washington, Center for Studies in Demography and Ecology. “The Residua of 

Health Programs in Sub-Saharan Africa.” 
2018 

• London School of Hygiene and Tropical Medicine. “Intimate Interventions in Global Health: 
Family Planning and HIV Prevention in Sub-Saharan Africa.” 

• Vanderbilt University. “Intimate Interventions in Global Health: Family Planning and HIV 
Prevention in Sub-Saharan Africa.” 

2017 
• Maryland Population Center. “Improving Maternal Health through Social Accountability in 

Nigeria.” 
• Mathematica Policy Research, Washington, DC. “Politicized Homophobia in Sub-Saharan Africa 

& Intimate Interventions in Global Health.” 
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• USAID, Washington, DC. “Politicized Homophobia, Health, and Rights in Sub-Saharan 
Africa.” 

2016 
• Johns Hopkins University, School of Public Health. “HIV Interventions and Homophobic 

Backlashes in Sub-Saharan Africa.” 
• Cornell University, Department of Development Sociology. “Intimate Interventions: Preventing 

Pregnancy and Preventing HIV in Sub-Saharan Africa, Cornell University. 
2015 

• University of Washington, Center for Studies in Demography and Ecology. “Intimate 
Interventions: Preventing Pregnancy and Preventing HIV in Sub-Saharan Africa” 

2013 
• USAID, Washington, DC. “Perspectives on HIV in Nigeria.” 

2012 
• University of California, Los Angeles. “Intimate Interventions: Preventing Pregnancy and 

Preventing HIV in Sub-Saharan Africa.” 
2011 

• University of California, Irvine. “Intimate Interventions: Talking Sex in Response to Population 
Growth and HIV in Sub-Saharan Africa.” 

2009 
• University of Utah. “World Polity Meets Global Inequality: The Case of Population Policy in  

Sub-Saharan Africa.” 

CONFERENCE PAPERS 
2022 

• “What Makes Countries Global Health Success Stories?” Sociology of Development pre-
conference to the American Sociological Association, virtual. 

• “Building State-Society Synergy through Sandwich Strategies.” (W. Jonathan Fox and Naomi 
Hossain.) American Sociological Association, Los Angeles, CA. 

• “The Missing Millions: Six Explanations for Lower-than-Expected COVID-19 Cases and 
Deaths in the African Region.” (W. Tara McKay, Nicole Angotti, and Serena Musungu.) 
Population Association of America, Atlanta, GA. Poster. 

2021 
• “The Residua of Health Programs in Sub-Saharan Africa.” American Sociological Association. 

• “Financial Insecurity and HIV Outcomes among Men who have Sex with Men and Transgender 
Women in Nigeria.” (W. Nicaise Ndembi, Abayomi Aka, Chukwuemeka Okoro, Olivia Tapkat 
Dimlong, Christiana Katu, Blessing Kayode, Trevor A. Crowell, Stefan D. Baral, Rebecca G. 
Nowak, and Man E. Charurat.) Population Association of America, St. Louis, MO. 

2020 
• African Studies Association, Washington, DC. 

2019 
• Population Association of America, Austin, TX. Poster. 
• American Sociological Association Global Health and HIV Preconference, New York, NY. 
• American Sociological Association, New York, NY. 
• Sociology of Development Conference, South Bend, IN. 
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2018 
• American Political Science Association, Boston, MA.  
• American Sociological Association, Sexualities Pre-Conference, Philadelphia, PA.  
• American Sociological Association, International Organizations Pre-Conference, Philadelphia, 

PA. 
• Population Association of America, Denver, CO. Poster 

2017 
• African Studies Association, Chicago, IL. 
• American Sociological Association, Montreal, Canada.  
• Population Association of America, Chicago, IL. Poster 

2016 
• African Studies Association, Washington, DC. 
• American Sociological Association, Seattle, WA.  
• American Sociological Association, World Society Pre-Conference, Seattle, WA. 
• American Sociological Association, Comparative and Historical Sociology Pre-Conference, 

Seattle, WA. 

2015 
• Population Association of America, San Diego, CA. Poster 

2014 
• American Sociological Association, San Francisco, CA. 
• Population Association of America, Boston, MA. 

2013 
• American Sociological Association, New York, NY. 
• Center for AIDS Research Social and Behavioral Sciences Research Network National Scientific 

Meeting, Washington, DC. Poster 
• African Studies Association, Baltimore, MD. 

2012 
• Mapping the Humanitarian World, George Washington University, Washington, DC. 
• American Sociological Association, Denver, CO. 
• Population Association of America, San Francisco, CA. 

2011 
• African Studies Association, Washington, DC. 
• American Sociological Association, Las Vegas, NV. 
• Population Association of America, Washington, DC. Poster. 

2010 
• African Studies Association, San Francisco, CA. 
• American Sociological Association, Atlanta, GA. 
• Population Association of America, Dallas, TX. 

2009 
• International Union for the Scientific Study of Population, Marrakech, Morocco. Poster. 
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• American Sociological Association, San Francisco, CA. 
• American Sociological Association, Sociologists’ AIDS Network, San Francisco, CA. 
• Population Association of America, Detroit, MI. Poster. 
• Aids2031 workshop “Mobilizing Social Capital in a World with AIDS,” Salzburg, Austria. 

2008 
• African Studies Association, Chicago, IL. 
• American Sociological Association, Boston, MA. 
• Population Association of America, New Orleans, LA. Poster. 

2007 
• American Sociological Association, New York, NY. 

2006 
• African Studies Association, San Francisco, CA. 
• American Sociological Association, Montreal, Canada. 
• International Sociological Association, Durban, South Africa. 
• Population Association of America, Los Angeles, CA. 

2005 
• International Union for the Scientific Study of Population, Tours, France. 
• Population Association of America, Philadelphia, PA. 

2004 
• American Sociological Association, San Francisco, CA. 

2003 
• New Approaches to the Study of African Fertility, INED, Paris, France. 
• Population Association of America, Minneapolis, MN. 

 
TEACHING AND MENTORING • AMERICAN UNIVERSITY 
 

Courses Taught 
• Environmental Sustainability and Global Health (BA Level), 2019-2021 
• Quantitative Methods in International Relations (PhD Level), 2016-2019 
• Introduction to Global Health (MA Level), 2018, 2020 
• The Politics of Population (BA Level), 2011-2013, 2016, 2018, 2020 
• NGOs in International Affairs (MA Level), 2016, 2018 
• Population & Development (MA Level), 2017, 2019 
• Practicum in Global Health (MA Level), 2017 
• International Development Gateway (BA Level), 2016-2017 
• Quantitative Analysis in International Affairs (MA Level), 2007-2013 (each semester) 
• Organizations, Governance, and Global Health (MA Level), 2012, 2014 
• AIDS Crisis in Africa (BA Level, honors), 2009, 2011 
• Introduction to International Relations Research (BA Level), 2008-2009 
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PhD Committee Memberships 
• Abrehet Gebremedhin (SIS) Ready for Class? Broadening Mass Access to Secondary Education in 

Developing States 
• Nichole Grossman (SIS, Chair) Seeking Primary Healthcare in Forced Migration Camp Settings: The Case 

of Nigeria’s Internally Displaced Persons 
• Sahil Mathur (SIS) How to Respond to Crisis: Regional Organizations’ Interventions in Intrastate Political 

Crises 
• Kimberly Tower (SIS, Chair) Campaigning for Kebabs: Measuring the Effect of Imagery & Symbols in the 

International System 
• Luciana Storelli-Castro (SIS) The Role of Bureaucracy in the Implementation of Peace Agreements 
• Hatem Zayed (SIS, Chair) Hiding in Plain Sight: Surviving Shrinking Civic Space and Resisting Co-option 

(PhD 2023) 
• Cherie Saulter (SIS, Chair) Identity, Informality, and Liminality in Nairobi’s Informal Settlements (PhD 

2022) 
• Ene Ikpebe (SPA) Essays on Policy Process in a Developing Context: Child Marriage Policy and Female 

Education in Nigeria (PhD 2021) 
• Julia Fischer-Mackey (SIS) The Role of Development Research in Policy and Practice (PhD 2020) 
• Sharon Rogers (SIS, Chair) Gender Equality Norms, State Policy, and Institutional Change (PhD 2020) 
• Katy Quissell (SPA) The Impact of Stigma and Policy Target Group Characteristics on Policy Aggressiveness 

for HIV/AIDS and Tuberculosis (PhD 2017) 
• Katherine Tennis (SIS) International Cooperation and Migration Management (PhD 2017) 
• Sonja Kelly (SIS) State-Sponsored Financial Inclusion and Its Determinants (PhD 2016) 
• Yusra Shawar (SPA), Health Intervention Politics and Agenda Setting: The Case of Surgical Care (PhD 

2016) 
• Matthew Thomann (Anthro) The Price of Inclusion: Sexual Subjectivity, Violence, and the Nonprofit 

Industrial Complex in Abidjan, Côte d’Ivoire (PhD 2014) 
• Josh Jones (SIS) Protecting the Mission: The Case of the U.S. Army (PhD 2013) 
• Barbra Lukunka (Anthro) Overcoming Invisibility: The Meaning and Process of Returnee Reintegration 

(PhD 2013) 
• Bea Reaud (SIS) Decentralization and Performance in Mozambique since 1998 (PhD 2011) 

 

MA and BA Students Supervised for Capstones and Independent Studies 
• 2023: Sonora Robles 
• 2021: Milla Kessener, Michael Lewis 
• 2020: Taylor Kirchhoff, Camille Moro, Carolina Schlesinger, Colleen Sullivan 
• 2019: Lauren Ferrier 
• 2018: Alexander Csanadi, Janelle Ramus-Jones 
• 2016: Christine Heggie, Cullen Moran 
• 2014: Sara Lacy 
• 2013: Joe Clapper, Rachel Howard, Adam Jadhav, Jessica Pealer, Lauren Speer 
• 2012: Zhikica Pagovski, Alyssa Parker, Elinor Shetter 
• 2011: Elizabeth Bayer, Amber Jolla, Maciej Krzyzewski, Sarah Lindsay, Megan Maclean, Sara 

Pappa, Sara Shanley 
• 2009: Jaclyn Boyle, Dorothy Fort, Kofi Gwira, Madison Iannone, Ravenna Motil-McGuire, Afua 

Owusu-Baafi, Melodi Sampson, Gelila Tsegaye, Ben Wielgosz 
• 2008: Laura Feldman, Muhawu Lumeya, Kristin Rayhack, Maggie Skinner, Stephanie Squires 
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RESEARCH EXPERIENCE 
 

Field Research 
• Abuja, Nigeria (1 week) 2023 
• Abuja, Nigeria (2 weeks) 2022 
• Abuja, Nigeria (2 weeks) 2019 
• Abuja and Minna, Nigeria (2 weeks) 2018 
• Abuja and Minna, Nigeria (2 weeks) 2017 
• Abuja and Minna, Nigeria (2 weeks) 2014 
• Jackson, MS (1 week) 2014 
• Abuja, Nigeria and Dakar, Senegal (7 weeks) 2010 
• Lilongwe and Blantyre, Malawi (5 weeks) 2009 
• Abuja, Nigeria and Dakar, Senegal (7 weeks) 2006 
• Dakar, Senegal (3 weeks) 2004 
• Windhoek, Namibia (6 weeks) 2003 

 

Research Assistant 
• IBM (contract with US Bureau of the Census), Washington, DC 2001 – 2002 
• Mathematica Policy Research, Inc., Princeton, NJ and Washington, DC  1999 – 2001 
• US Bureau of the Census, Washington, DC                           1998 

 
SCHOOL & UNIVERSITY SERVICE 
• Senior Associate Dean, SIS 2023- 
• Assistant Dean for Faculty Affairs, SIS 2022-23 
• Co-Chair, NEXT Task Force on Mid-Level Structure, SIS 2022-23 
• Member, Faculty Hearings Committee, AU 2019-22 
• Chair, International Development Program, SIS 2020-21 
• Member, PhD Committee, SIS 2016-21 
• Chair, Task Force on Clustering the MA Programs, SIS 2019 
• Member, Dean’s Search Committee, SIS 2017-18 
• Chair, Global Health Faculty Cluster, SIS 2016-20 
• Member, Faculty Actions Committee, SIS 2016-18 
• Member, Executive Committee for the Center on Health, Risk, and Society, AU 2015-19 
• Member, Task Force for MA Education, SIS 2015-16 
• Member, health faculty search, Department of Sociology, AU 2015 
• Chair, global health faculty search, SIS 2014 
• Coordinator, MA-level research methods, SIS 2007-13 
• Member, quantitative methods faculty search, SIS 2013 
• Member, PhD Committee, SIS 2013-14 
• Member, PhD Task Force, SIS 2012-13 
• Fulbright interviewer/reviewer, AU 2007, 2010-12  
• Member, Graduate Studies Committee, SIS 2009-10 
• Vice President, Faculty Council, SIS 2008-09 
• Member, Strategic Planning Committee, Department of Sociology, AU 2008 
• Member, Africa faculty search, SIS 2008 
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PROFESSIONAL SERVICE 

• Associate Editor, Sociological Perspectives 2020- 
• Associate Editor, Health Policy, Social Science & Medicine 2019-22 
• Population Association of America 2020 program committee member and session 

organizer 
2019 

• Conference co-organizer, “Social Science and Social Justice: Global Health 
Research 40 Years since the Start of the HIV/AIDS Epidemic,” American 
Sociological Association pre-conference, New York 

2019 

• Council, Sociology of Development Section, American Sociological Association 2012-14 
• Reviewer, SSRC International Dissertation Research Fellowship 2011, 2014 
• Conference co-organizer, “Health Politics in an Interconnected World,” Irmgard 

Coninx Foundation, Berlin 
2010 

• Advisory board member, Berlin Roundtables on Transnationality, Irmgard 
Coninx Foundation 

2007-11 

• Poster Session Judge, Population Association of America Annual Meeting 2009 
 
REVIEWER (PAST 5 YEARS) 

• African Studies Review 

• AIDS Research and Therapy 

• BMC Infectious Disease 

• BMC Health Services Research 

• Cambridge University Press 

• Canadian Journal of African Studies 

• Crime Law and Social Change 

• Demographic Research 

• Demography 

• European Journal of International Relations 

• Global Health Action 

• Global Public Health 

• Health Policy & Planning  

• International J. of Human Rights in Health Care 

• Journal of Gay & Lesbian Social Services 

• Journal of Homosexuality 

• Journal of Public Health in Africa 

• Oxford University Press 

• Review of International Studies 

• Sex Education 

• Sexual & Reproductive Health Matters 

• Social Forces 

• Social Science & Medicine  

• Sociological Perspectives 

• Sociology of Development 

• Studies in Family Planning 

• World Development 

 

PROFESSIONAL ASSOCIATION MEMBERSHIPS 

• African Studies Association 

• American Sociological Association 

o Sections: Development, Global & 

Transnational, Population, Sexualities  

• Washington DC Sociological Society 

• Population Association of America 

• Sociologists’ AIDS Network 

• West African Research Association

LANGUAGE SKILLS Advanced French, basic German  


